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CHAPTEE I. 

GOirsrOEBATIOKS BXFOBE MABBIAOE. 

The Apostle gives no proof of his words, 
does not even state a motive, when he says, 
"Whether, therefore, ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the gloiy of 
6od." It seems the first principle of the 
Oospel, and therefore requires no proof to 
those who own that G-ospel : it rests simply 
on the great &ct of Christianity ; and thus, 
whilst this rule states no motive, it appeals to 
the very highest. Christ gave up all His glory 
for us ; we, in gratitude and duty, are to give 
up all for His glory. He gave Himself to us, 
and for us ; He asks us for Himself in returi^. 






OONSIDEBATIONS 



In SO important a step, then, as that of 
marriage, it is no more than plain Christianity 
that God's glory should be sought throughout : 
first, in deciding on the measure, whether or 
not it be for God's glory and the good of 
His Church, that we should be single or 
married ? and then, if married, to whom we 
should be married " in the Lord ?" 

Then, again, the salvation of our own souls 
is a first principle of Christian action. "What 
will it advantage us to gain the whole world 
and to lose them ? All earthly happiness, the 
piurest, the deepest, if it shuts out spiritual 
excellence and stunts the growth of grace, is 
no better than the riches of Dives ; is simply 
part of the good things which we have in our 
life-time, and lose at our death ; part of the 
exchange for our souls, by which, having had 
our good things here, we cannot have them 
afterwards. This motive, then, also is a first 
principle of conduct in deciding upon mar- 
riage, upon the step itself, or upon the persons 
to whom those who wiU marry should seek to 
join themselves. This consideration is not 
the same as the former, which stands first and 
highest. For it may be for God's glory that 
we should remain single, in order that, with 
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greater labour, more time, more alms, more un- 
distracted zeal we may work in His Tineyard ; 
and yet it may not be against our own saL- 
yation to marry. G-od may call us, by talents 
given to us, and by opportunities of good 
offered to us, to a higher calling of greater 
usefulness, self-denial, unearthHness ; and we, 
without sin, may be blind to the call, marry, 
miss a high grace and privilege, yet not 
endanger our souls by the mere act of mar- 
riage. But when a person has decided tft 
marry, then the two principles may be con- 
sidered practically one. They then unite in 
calling on men to marry '^ only in the Lord" 
only such persons as will make their marriage 
truly Christiaa before God and man, and to 
their own souls. 

Oh, how sad these words are ! how unlike 
the practice of Gt)d's people! Even the 
second principle, that most pLun and home- 
speaking motive, the winning heaven and 
escaping heU, for our very own souls, our 
very selves, is so little really regarded, that 
to press the higher motive — the pure glory of 
God — seemis almost hopeless. Let those, then, 
who can receive it, receive, and thank Gtoi. 
But now, in this cold and loveless time, weU- 

b2 
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meaning persons pass over, not only God's 
glory, but even the consideration of their own 
salvation in the first instance. They do not 
weigh the step beforehand, and with prayer 
decide whether or not marriage itself will be 
for their growth or decay in grace ; but they 
act without any such thought. They may 
say, indeed, that it is unnatural to weigh such 
things coolly before the occasion; that the 
movement to marriage is by feeHng and 
l^ough the affections. But how is it, then, 
that worldly ends are so constantly regarded 
simply and independently of the affections ? 
Men consider their means; they consider 
their comfort; they consider their position 
calmly beforehand; and can they not con- 
sider their souls ? 

Well, then, must we take the least and 
lowest ground, and ask them, at any rate, to 
consider well the persons to whom they would 
unite themselves for life. Shall they regard 
beauty, and sweetness of manner, and birth, 
and property, and connexions, and not rather, 
before all things, the soul; the soul of the 
person who is sought ; for the soul's sake of 
the person who seeks? "Seek thou for 
beauty of soul. Imitate the Bridegroom of 
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the Church What better, tell me, than 

heaven ? What better than the stars? Tell 
me of what body you will, yet is there none 
so £Eur. Tell me of what eyes you will, yet 
are there none so sparkling. When these 
were created, the very Angels gazed with 
wonder, and we gaze with wonder now ; yet 
not in the same degree as at first. Such is 
familiarity ; things do not strike ub in the 
same degree. How much more in the case 
of a wife! And if, moreover, disease come 
too, all is at once fled. Let us seek in a wife 
affectionateness, modest-mindedness, gentle- 
ness ; these are the characteristics of beauty. 
Let us not look for wealth, nor for that high 
birth which is outward, but for that true 
nobility which is in the soul. Let no one be 
looking to get rich by a wife, for such riches 
are base and disgraceful ; no, let no one look 
to get rich firom this source\" 

We have temptations enough within us and 
around us without adding this of having an 
evil influence ever present, ever quenching 
our Httle dying flame of piety, ever catching 
away the word out of our hearts, tempting us 
to sin. 

> S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lib. of Fathers, pp. 317, 318. 
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Is the way to heaven too broad, that we 
would make it narrower ? Is earth so high up, 
or is heaven so low, that there is no ascent, 
and that a weight, ever clinging to us and 
dragging us down, may be despised ? " Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers" is written in history as well as in 
precept. It was part of Esau's downward 
course to join himself to the stranger and 
idolater. The wisest man of all time became 
as a fool, and died as a fool, through mar- 
riage. The holy line of Judah was first cor- 
rupted and led into the worship of Baal by 
UBholy marriage : and usurpation, dyed in 
the blood of grandchildren, was the first- 
fruits*. Christians can hardly place them- 
selves in greater temptation and danger of 
spiritual declension than by uniting them- 
selves, by affections and bonds so intimate as 
those of marriage, with persons whose worldli- 
ness, or lightness, or other unholy habit of 
mind, like a continual dropping, will wear 
away their resolution for good. The petition, 
^* Lead us not into temptation," belongs not 
to those who wilfully run such risks. And 

> 2 Kings viU. 26, 2? ;. xi. 1—3. 
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not only are personal devotion and holiness 
perilled by such an unhallowed union, but 
the earthly love, which led to it, is endangered. 
We cannot love them so well whom we be- 
lieve to be less beloved of Grod *. If the piety 
of the one stands, and the ungodliness of the 
other does not yield, there is a continual want 
of sympathy where sympathy is most desired. 
Solitary devotions, solitary walks to church, 
solitary communions, are so many declarations 
and sources of division. They cannot con- 
tinue without occasioning differences; and 
they constantly suggest an agonizing thought 
which occurs, and is cast out only to recur 
again and again, that the imion of such a 
marriage is only earthly, that wanting, as it 
does, the only centre of all eternal unity — a 
common Gk)d — it exists but for a time, and 
must be followed by an everlasting separa- 
tion. 

The misery of such division has been well 
described by the contrast of unity in faith. 
"How can we find words to describe the 
happiness of that marriage, which the Church 
joineth together, and the oblation confirmeth. 



* Bishop Taylor's Marriage Ring, Part I. 
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and the blessing sealeth, the angels report, 
the Father ratifieth ? for not even on earth 
do sons marry rightly and lawfolly without 
the consent of their fathers. What an union 
is that of two believers, of one hope, one vow, 
one discipline, the same service! Both 
brethren, both fellow-servants! No distinc- 
tion of spirit, as of flesh, but really twain in 
one flesh ! Where the flesh is one, one also 
is the spirit. Together they pray, together 
fisdl down, and together pass their £si«ts; 
teaching one another, 'exhorting one another,' 
waiting on one another. Both are together 
in the Church of Qt>d, together in the feast 
of God, together in straits, in persecutions, 
in refreshments. Neither hideth from the 
other, neither shunneth the other, neither is 
a burden to the other. Preely the sick is 
visited, the needy supported. Alms without 
torture, sacrifice without scruple, daily dili- 
gence without hindrance ! no stealthy signing, 
no hurried salutation, no silent benediction! 
Psalms and hymns resound between the two, 
and they provoke one another which shall 
sing the best to his Qt>d. Such things Christ 
seeing and hearing rejoiceth. To them He 
sendeth His peace. Where His are, there is 
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Himself also, there also the evil one is 
not *." 

Nor does this principle stop at checking 
marriage with the immoral or the irreligious. 
It equallj forbids union with the heretic or 
the schismatic. True that such as are with- 
out Q-od judgeth, and not we. But if we 
are so ignorant of their state before Gtod, so 
distinct from them as not to be subject to 
the same judgment, shall we go and unite 
ourselves with them so as to be one flesh ? 
Is there not something especially sinful and 
roYolting in the thought, that when the unity 
of marriage is the type, the counterpart, and, 
we may piously believe, the result of the per- 
fect unity between Christ and His Church, 
that His members should dream of contracting 
the one unity with those who break the 
other * ? And truly they who do act so un- 



* Tertollian to his wife, B. ii. § viii. Lib. of Fathers. 
The ** oblation" is the holy commmiion administered at 
marriage by the early Christians. Allusion is made, 
also, to the Christian customs of signing the cross, 
saluting the brethren, and blessing food, which would be 
concealed by the wife from an unbeUeving husband, but 
joyiully observdQ by both if both were Christians. 

» Eph. V. 23—33. 
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grate&lly pimish themselyeB. Christ's bolj 
ordinance of marriage avenges itself. There 
can be no earthly unity where the heavenly 
unity has been so despised. Persons thus 
joined cannot pray together without disguis- 
ing Grod's truth before Grod. There is no 
real oneness in such devotion, nothing which 
fulfils the Apostle's rule, and claims the pro- 
mise hidden in it, " Dwell ... as beiag heirs 
together of the grace of life, that your prayers 
be not hindered'." How shall the children 
of such a marriage be brought to love both 
parents, and yet to love the truth ? How shall 
they who are united in such a marriage 
endure at the hour of death not to communi- 
cate together, and to follow their dead with a 
strange service, and to a grave amongst aliens P 
Let Christians, then, marry ''only in the 
Lord :" only those who are one with them ra 
His faith and fear; only those with whom 
they can kneel together; together cement 
their union with the Holy Communion of 
Him iQ Whom and by Whom they are made 
one; together bring their children to the 
" one Lord, one fiuth, one baptism ;" together 

• 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
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lie down in the grave ; together rise up, when 
the Bridegroom cometh, and the marriage of 
the Church is prepared. 

(For deyotions upon this subject see Ap- 
pendix.) 



CHAPTEE II. 

PBEPABATION FOB MABBIAGE. 

The period preceding marriage is with the 
worid a time of preparation, but not of reli- 
gious preparation. Temporal arrangements 
are being made, and the minds of most men 
extend very little beyond them. Women, 
indeed, who have more heart in all matters, 
show it also in this. They think seriously 
and sadly of the great change of life which is 
approaching ; of a home to be left, a father's 
long-used guidance, a mother's tried and most 
tender love, and the cheerfiil affection of 
brothers and sisters. They think also of 
their new responsibilities, and of the trials 
before them. Few go beyond this. Of those 
who do so, still fewer adopt any systematic or 
thorough preparation for their new duties 
and temptations. 

Yet surely, if we except such occasions as 
those of Confirmation and the FirstCommunion, 
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there is no time of life, before the last time, 

which calls for more searching examination 

and real preparation. 
This will appear in many ways. 
1. The ordinance of matrimony being so 

strictly religious, and so connected with that 
great mystery of God's love and of man's 
redemption, the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, a great sacredness and awe belong to it. 
'^ Single life makes men, in one instance, to be 
like Angels ; but marriage, in very many things, 
makes the chaste pair to be like to Christ. 
* This is a great mystery,' but it is the sym- 
bolical and sacramental representation of the 
greatest mysteries of our religion. Christ 
descended from His Father's bosom, and con- 
tracted His divinity with flesh and blood, and 
married our nature, and we became a Church, 
the spouse of the Bridegroom, which He 
cleansed with His blood, and gave her His 
Holy Spirit for a dowry, and heaven for a 
jointure, begetting children unto God by the 
Gospel. . . . Here is the eternal conjunction, 
the indissoluble knot, the exceeding love of 
Christ, the obedience of the spouse, the com- 
municating of goods, the uniting of interests, 
the fruit of marriage, a celestial generation, 
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a new creature. This is the sacramental 
mystery, represented by the holy rite of 
marriage *." 

This connexion of marriage with the in- 
carnation gives it such a sanctity, that it 
would seem right to approach it as a Presence 
of Gt)d, and only after such solemn prepara- 
tion as all men allow to be needful in the 
case of Adult Baptism, of Confirmation, of the 
Holy Communion, or of Ordination. 

It is the law of our nature and of Gh>d, 
that sinful man should cleanse himself ere 
he appears before the All Holy. " Sanctify 
them to-day and to-morrow, and let them 
wash their clothes *." " I will wash my hands 
in innocency, O Lord, and so will I go to 
thine altar V 

To approach to Christ in His holy ordinanoe 
in unrepented, unforsaken sin, is to ask a 
curse and not a blessing : and they who hare 
any love of God in them will, if they reflect, 
find it especially painfiil at such a time to 
feel the least doud between themselves and 
their Qod. They will desire to be clear 

> Bp. Taylor, " The Mairiage Ring," Ptot I. 
• Bxod. xix. 10. • Ps. Dvi. 6. 



TOB HABBIAGE. 15 



before Him, to feel His eye resting upon 
them, and the fiiU light of !EQs favour shiidng 
upon their hearts. 

2. Again : marriage is a great crisis in life, 
a tuming-pouit. Scarcely ever does it pro- 
duce no change in the moral state ; but, were 
this not so, still it would be a turning-point 
as a solemn call slighted or regarded, a great 
occasion lost or used. 

Marriage is, however,in general a great crisis 
id the Hfe, and this in many ways. Men who 
have lived evil irregular lives sometimes reform 
at marriage ; or, if they do not, become more 
recklessly and hopelessly sioful. Others who 
have b^en idle, and, from the absence of any 
motive, have never directed their energies to 
any real object, are made industrious and 
earnest in their culling or profession. Others, 
again, who had been parsimonious and grave, 
become extravagant and fond of society. All 
this shows what power ntturiage haa, what a 
turning-point of life it is. 

But, to look more closely into its religious 
influence. It is a great help or a great snare 
to Christians. It is a great help to men by 
removing many temptations, temptations to 
sensual sin, to bad company, to selfishness, 

c2 
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to moroseness, to unsympathiziiig habits of 
mind. To women it serves to give fixed 
duties of life ; it takes them out of the world, 
makes the eye of men and the praise of men 
nothing to them; prepares for them a dis- 
cipline of exertion, of self-sacrifice, of suffer- 
ing, of anxieties, which may lead the soul to 
rest in every thing upon Him in whom alone it 
reallj can rest. All this it may do, and more. 
But there come with it as well temptations to 
a home-selfishness, to a self-denial and sympa- 
thies limited to children, to husband, or wife ; 
temptations to seek money and position more 
eagerly and more unscrupulously; temptations 
to those who when single resisted luxury, 
yet, being married, are led to sink down into 
the softness of comforts. 

Alas! home-comforts have been the occa- 
sion of falling back to many a man. Chris- 
tians who once knew the cross of Christ, the 
joy of early devotions, and severity of religious 
life ; who were content with a little in diet, 
in dress, in the comforts of life ; yet for others' 
sake, as it seems to them, or with others ; not 
resisting, insensibly or with occasional un- 
easiness, fall into that softness of an Eng- 
lish home, which is the nursery of that spirit 
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which, in time of persecutiony would deprive 
the Church of martyrs, and even now robs her 
of countless offerings, and services, and labours 
of love. But the greatest peril attending 
marriage is that of men's deceiviitg them- 
selves by it as to their character and state. 
Althoxigh it be God's gift, it is often the 
greatest enemy to repentance. This is not 
to speak against this blessed ordinance — ^but 
the reverse. All Gt)d's promises, the richer 
the fuller, only so much the more ; H is holy 
Sacraments, His delegated absolution, the 
more pardon and safety they are believed to 
convey, the more dangerous are they, when 
those who receive them are unfit, when they 
only close unhealed wounds of conscience, 
and allay fear before sin is utterly forsaken. 
Alas ! the words must be repeated. As men 
now are and act, holy matrimony is one of 
the greatest enemies to repentance, because 
by it men deceive themselves. To take even 
some of those lower instances already men- 
tioned. A man before idle becomes indus- 
trious. — ^Is he therefore diligent in order to 
"do aU to the glory of Gk)d," and to "do it 
heartily?" Or, having now a home fiill of 
innocent joys, he forsakes evil companions. — 

o3 
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Does he in this " abhor that which is evil ?*' 
The gross sins of the flesh lose their tempta- 
tion. — Is a man therefore become pure ? 
Surely not. Yet the world sees a great change 
in him, and readily forgives him ; nay, praises 
him, perhaps, and thinks him the better for 
having become regular fi*om a Hfe so irregular. 
Not less readily does he forgive himself: he 
sees a great change in himself, and is satisfied. 
He has become moral, regular, respectable; 
but, all the time, there has been no repent^ 
ance, neither sorrow, nor shame, nor confes- 
sion, nor self-denial, nor watchftdness, nor 
fervent prayer, nor humility. He has taken 
respectability for religion, a decent life for a 
converted state. The Ten Commandments no 
longer condemn him, as he understands them. 
He is so much better than he was that he 
thinks he is well, and sees not the damning 
deficiencies which are destroying him; sees 
not that all the change for the better has 
been made through human influences and 
hiunan motives ; that not one spark of the love 
of G-od is in it, not one pang of contrition ; and 
that, after all, his present state is far below that 
of an ordinary Christian ; and how infinitely, 
then, beneath the fervour of love and the 
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depth of humility which belong to the return- 
ing prodigal, and the pardoned Magdalene! 
And this danger goes through the whole 
character. Vanity in dress, or words, or 
equipage, may be gone, and yet only because 
the vain person no longer cares to please the 
world, seeking no more than before to please 
the Lord. Selfishness may seem to have 
departed, but no love of the brethren suc- 
ceeds. Anger may die away for a time 
before human love, divine love being utterly 
unknown. 

On the eve, then, of such a danger, and 
before the veil is drawn over the heart, it 
concerns a man to look closely into himself, 
and see what he really has been, and is ; 
what he has been, that he may repent, and 
be sure that he is repenting, with a pure 
and true sorrow; what he is, lest the sins 
which are in him be buried only to spring up 
again in their old form, or in a new and more 
deceiving shape, lest his new self be afber all 
his old self, more confirmed in continuance, 
more deceiving by disguise. 

Self-examination, therefore, severe, tho- 
rough, penitential, is the natural preparation 
for entering upon so holy an estate, and into 
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such new obligations and temptations ; an 
examination of the whole life, by all those 
vows and laws which will try men at the last 
day ; by all those circumstances which affect 
the quality of their actions, and with that help 
which the remembrance of all those scenes 
and persons with which they have been most 
connected, will afford. 

By the Baptismal vows, by the impressions 
and resolutions of Confirmation and Com- 
munion, by every call, by the Commandments, 
and the Gfospel precepts, by the deadly sins [ 
and the Christian graces, the life should be 
strictly tried ; tried in the light of the advan- 
tages ei\}oyed through education^ through 
circumstances, through the means of grace ; 
tried by every aid to remembrance, such as 
conduct to parents, and others, aotions and 
words spoken with those who were most 
familiar, and in places most frequented. 
The object is to know the past, and to 
know self; the past, that it may be blotted 
out; self, that it may be more heedfully 
watched, strengthened, disciplined, and, by 
God's grace, shielded against old and new 
temptations. 

The result of all suoh strict examination as 
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that now advised, must ever be the collection 
of a mass of sin such as the sinner had pre- 
viously no conception of. It must be so even 
in virtuous persons ; for their consciences are 
proportionably more tender, and they will 
perceive the sinfulness of words, or acts, or 
states of feeling, which great sinners lose 
sight of in comparison with their darker 
transgressions. The result, therefore, wiU 
often be the collection of a dark mass of sin 
which must burden the conscience until it 
can be unloaded, and stifle the breathing of 
the soul until it be cast out by confession. 
Confession is the only disburdening of a laden 
soul, the only healing of a sin-pierced spirit. 
It was the Prodigal's first thought ; it brought 
pardon at once to David*; it is the doctrine 
of the great Psalm of Bemission, "I ac- 
knowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I wiU confess 
my transgressions unto the Lord ; and Thou 
forgavest the iniquity of my sin*." To this 
act the Gospel attaches its promises : " If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us ; but if we confess 

* 2 Sam. xii. 13. ^ Ps. xxxii. 5. 
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our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleansQ us from all un- 
righteousness •." 

Shall this confession be to Gk>d directly, or 
through His appointed ministers, is the only 
question which remains. The fuU heart must 
empty itself. Shall it do so in the secrecy 
of the closet, or before an Ambassador of 
Christ? 

Upon this point men's minds are now 
disturbed and timid ; and as nothing new is 
intended to be advanced, new words even 
shall be avoided. The author of the " Golden 
Grove" and the ** Holy Living and Dying," 
thus advises private confession to penitents, 
''That besides this examination of your 
conscience, (which may be done in secret, 
between God and your own soul,) there 
is great use of holy Confession; which 
though it be not generally, in all cases, 
and peremptorily, commanded, as if with- 
out it no salvation could possibly be had; 
yet you are advised by the Church, under 
whose discipline you live, that before you 
are to receive the holy Sacrament, or when 



• 1 St. John i. 8, 9. 
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you are visited with any dangerous sick- 
ness, if you find any one particular sin, or 
more, that lies heavy upon you, to disburden 
yourself of it into the bosom of your con- 
fessor, who not only stands between Grod 
and you, to pray for you; but hath the 
power of the keys committed to him, upon 
your true repentance to absolve you in Christ's 
name from those sins which you have con- 
fessed to him. 

That having made choice of such a con- 
fessor, who is every way qualified, that you 
may trust your soul with him, you are ad- 
vised, plainly and sincerely, to open your 
heart to him; and that, laying aside all 
consideration of any personal weakness in 
him, you are to look upon him only as he is, 
a Trustee from Qt)d, and commissioned by 
Him, as his Ministerial Deputy, to hear, and 
judge, and absolve you. 

That the manner of your confession be in 
an humble posture, on your knees ; as being 
made to God, rather than man. And for the 
matter of it, let it be severe and serious, but 
yet so as it may be without any inordinate 
anxiety, and unnecessary scruples, which 
serve only to entangle the soul, and, instead 
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of setting you free (which is the benefit to be 
looked for by Confession), perplex you the 
more'." 

In regard to this use of confession, these 
two considerations may be added, 1. That the 
shame attending it deepens repentance, and 
increases humility; 2. That another person, 
especially one experienced in the treatment 
of conscience, is more able than a man him- 
self to estimate character, and to give the 
advice required for ftiture safety in temp- 
tation, independently of the fact that such 
advice comes with authority, strengthens the 
penitent's convictions and holy resolutions, 
and reproaches and recalls him if he fall back 
from them*. 

But whoever, having led a regular life, does 
not feel called upon to confess to God's 
Ministers, let him at least confess to God, 
all the more carefully. Meekly kneeling 
on his knees, smiting his breast like the 

^ Guide for the Penitent. See also the Rules and 
Exercises of Holy Dying, c. y. § 3. 

> See Josh. vii. 19; Neh. U. 2, 3; St. Matt. iii. 6; 
Acts xiz. 18. Lev. v. 5; Numb. v. 7 ; Job xxxiii. 23 ; 
Prov. xxviii. 13 ; St. James v. 16. St. Matt, xviii. 18 ; 
St. John XX. 23 ; with note in Tertullian de Poen. xi. 
p. 367. 
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publican, or with hands held as if bound 
behind him, or with Prophets and Apostles 
falling on his face, and in spirit clasping the 
knees of his judge, let him pour out his heart 
before him*. " For unless thou confess thy- 
self a sinner, hast not thou the devil as an 
accuser ? Be beforehand, and take from him 
his prerogative to accuse. Why, then, art 
thou not beforehand with him, uttering the 
sin and blotting it out, knowing that thou 
hast an accuser who cannot keep silence?" 
" For though thou be silent, He knoweth aU 
things. Speak, then, that thou mayest gain ; 
speak, that here, putting off (thy sins), thou 
mayest depart thither clean, and be freed 
from that intolerable display there*." " I 
find not what he (St. Peter) said ; I find that 
he wept ; I read of his tears ; I read not of 
his excusing himself, but what cannot be 
excused can be washed away. Let tears wash 
away the guilt, which one is ashamed to 
confess with the voice. Tears express the 
fault without alarm ; tears confess the sin 
without injuring bashfulness; tears obtain 



^ Numb. xiv. 5 ; St. Luke v. 8. 

^ S. Chrysostom, quoted in the note dted above. 
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the pardon they ask not for. Peter wept 
most bitterly, that with tears he might wash 
out his offence. Do thou also: if thou 
wouldst obtain pardon, wash out thy fJEnilt 
with tears*." 

The next step, after such acts of repent* 
ance, should regard the j^ture. BesolutionB 
should be formed against old sins, and a 
Christian plan of life laid down. Certainly, 
in matters of detail, any scheme made before* 
hand must be imperfect. Many parts of 
such an ideal plan will afberwards be found 
impracticable, and many things deficient. 
StiU the great principles of a Christian rule 
of life are abiding. Only their application is 
mutable. That a religiously fixed porticm of 
income should be dedicated to God; that 
devotions should not be abandoned, but, if 
possible, increase; that the earthly family 
should follow the pattern of the heavenly, 
and observe the solemn seasons and discipline 
of the Church ; that increasing luxury should 
not absorb increasing means; that children 
should be brought up to godly callings, and 
no worldly advancement be allowed to peril 



* S. Ambrose, quoted as above. 
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their souls; these and tlie like principles 
are not variable, can never be abandoned. It 
win be well, then, to write down such re- 
solutions and views of duty as shall seem 
good, and to lay them up for future years as 
a witness against the growing temptations 
to softness, or worldliness, or conformity to 
the un-Ghristian ways of modem society. 
Such resolutions might be read fix)m time 
to time, for example, on the anniversary of 
marriage. 

As the time draws near, increasing watch- 
fulness wiU be needed. There is much, on 
such an occasion, to distract and to throw 
the Christian off his guard. Wandering 
thoughts in devotion, and, in many minds, 
however unwilling, unclean thoughts, will 
enter in. It wiU be good to remember the 
Sixth Beatitude, and to cry with the Psalmist, 
"I hate vam thoughts; but Thy law do I 
love' ;" to use the ejaculation of Saint Au- 
gustine and Saint Bernard before prayer, 
" Let God arise, and let His enemies be scat- 
tered: let them also that hate Him flee 
before Hhn*." 

s Ps. czix. 113. « Ps. Ixviii. 1. 

d2 
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And surely no one who believes in a Church, 
or has any love for that Communion of Sainta 
by which all the members of Christ's Body 
rejoice and mourn together over the acts of 
their great salvation — no one who so believes 
and feels will, without most urgent necessity, 
choose or even be a party to the choice of 
any day of marriage which the Church has 
appointed for mourning and fasting now that 
the Bridegroom is taken away. Especially 
will he utterly abhor so grievous a contempt 
of the day on which we weekly keep in re- 
membrance the Death and Passion of our 
Saviour, or the forty days of His sacred fast 
and solitude in the howling wilderness *. 

It would be well if people would cease to 
encoiu^e the abuse of marriage by licence. 
Why should they be ashamed of Christian 
matrimony ? Why should they help to make 
the Church less catholic, by having one usage 
for the rich, another for the poor? Why 
should they condemn dispensations and yet 
use them? Also, "Experience shows that 

* "Marriage in Lent is directly against the very 
CouncQ of Laodicea, to which we are indebted for the 
Canon of the Scriptures. Can. lii. a.d. 365.^' — Comber 
on the Office of Matrimony, 
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way doth not so effectually prevent undue 
marriages as banns would do *." 

(Eor penitential and preparatory devotions, 
see Appendix.) 

* Comber. 
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CHAPTEE III. ' 

BOLEMSIZATION OF MATEIMONT. 

Well were it if the watchful eyes and anxious 
thoughts of the time immediately preceding 
marriage were alert, not with mere eagerness 
to fiilfil a long hope, or with plans and prepa- 
rations ; nor even -with the regrets and bitter 
human feelings concerning the past and the 
fiiture, the old home and the new, the old 
friends, the old life, and the change which 
is approaching. 

A deeper care, a higher vigilance should 
disphu^e these, or, at least, throw them into 
the shade, should still them, put them calmly 
by. The eyes should watch unto prayer ; the 
thoughts should be secured with holy resolu- 
tions; all avenues of temptation foreclosed, 
of temptations to vanity, worldly-mindedness, 
impurity, forgetfrdness of God, and of the great 
end of Hfe. The whole vigilance of the soul 
is needed, that it be not unhinged, that it cease 
not to be itself, and fall into folly. 
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Let there, then, be a service in the closet 
first, and then that of the Church will bring 
manifold more comfort and counsel. 

And now let it be supposed that the time 
is arrived. The Church permits marriages to 
be celebrated only before noon not merely to 
prevent excess, but in sign of joy, in sign of 
light and happiness to come. The sunbeams 
do not slant at that hour; for no sign of 
decay shall accompany an act, the holy effects 
of which are to live and last, the joy and 
happiness of which are in their youth. 

The persons to be married come into the 
body of the church because their marriage is 
a public act, the concern of the congregation. 
The bride is placed on the right hand suitably 
to the psahn \ and, because she is a type of the 
Church, presented pure and spotless, and placed 
at God's right hand '. At once the persons 
to be married are reminded that they are met 
together "in the sight of God," words which 
deliver from evil thoughts, like those of the 
Saviour, " Be silent, and come out of him ;" 
and from troubled thoughts and fears, like 
that saying, " Be not afraid, it is I." They 

* Comber, Ps. xlv. 10. ' See Comber. 




are both in a "dreadftil place" and at the 
" gate of heaven'." They are told that matri- 
mony was instituted in the time of man's 
innocency, so that it both may be pure and 
must, both may agree with perfection to the 
Lord and should. 

Next: '^ Marriage is declared to be an 
honourable estate from the practice of our 
Baviour, Who, designing to do honour to this 
holy Bite, was present at a mmiage, and 
wrought His first miracle there \ and, doubt* 
less. His presence at it testified His approba- 
tion of it ; and it also gives us hope, that if 
we call and invite Him to this marriage by 
fervent prayers. He will be spiritually present 
with us now, and, by His power and mercy, 
He wiU turn those waters of affliction to 
wUeh this (aa weU aa other estates in thb 
world) is Hable, into the wine of joy*." 

Then the Church declares the use of mar- 
riage : that it is not to gratify a fJEincy, to 
increase a fortune, to gain respectability, to 
please the flesh, but 

1. To perpetuate the Church on earth, and 
to fill the courts of heaven. 

' Gen. xzTiii. 17* * Jphn ii. * Comber. 
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2, To avoid sin; and therefore to be ap- 
proached with all holy watchftdness and 
strictness, lest men should deceive themselves 
and think to legalize their vices. 

3. Por comfort in prosperity and adversity, 
andfor the practice of aU sympathy and charity. 

Next; with fearful adjuration the Church 
demands whether any seek her blessing, yet 
secretly break her laws enacted for guarding 
the purity of home ; whether they dare to ask 
Him to join them, Whose will at that same 
hour they wilfully reject. The Church asks 
a question which will be asked agam " at the 
dreadful day of judgment." 

Then the curate, or rather God by the mouth 
of His servant, demands a solemn promise, 
that both man and wife shall live together 
after God's ordinance ; not afber the &shion 
of the world, or the world's notion of duties 
and of married life, but after that ML, and 
perfect, and holy way which is God's ordi- 
nance. Both swear to love and to honour each 
other ; to keep to each other in sickness and 
in health, and to cleave only to each other so 
long as they both shall live. This is no dispen- 
sation of the law : it is a spiritual duty, which 
no observance of the letter alone can satisfy. 
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Th6 keeping only to each other signifies 
not merely the plain and obyions duty of 
wedded purity, and of living together ; but 
means that those interests and affections^ 
time and pursuits, which wedded persons 
have to give, should be rendered to each 
other. The society of none liviag must be so 
sweet, the interest ia no Mend ia aU the 
earth so deep and close, as that which the 
husband shoidd have for his wife, and his wife 
for him. 

Moreover, on his part specially, the man 
swears to comfort his wife in aU her weakness, 
sickness, and trouble; the woman, to obey 
a£d serve him who is henceforth her bead, 
and no less to her than Christ is to His 
Church. "When, then, the solemn words, " I 
wHl,'' are spoken, let them be said to God 
and in Gk)d ; in &ith in His grace ; in fear of 
His judgment. 

The Apostle says of the Church over which 
he watched with such loving anxiety, ^' I am 
jealous over you with godly jealousy ; for I 
have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ V 

* 2 Cor. zi. 2. 
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This holy bridal of the Church is now set 
forth when the woman is presented to him who 
ministers in Gt>d's name. O let her see that 
she also be as much as possible without spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but holy, and 
without blemish. Let her, and he who seeks 
her, look forward to that day when they will 
desire above all things that their souls should 
be presented pure to the Bridegroom of souls, 
and would then thankfully have enjoyed no 
earthly home, husband, or wife, or children, or 
house, or feast-day, or joy, if by any of these 
things their souls loved Christ less purely, 
and must thenceforth know Him for ever less 
fuUy, 

Then, on what follows Dean Comber writes, 
" Doubtless it was very early observed in the 
primitive Church, for the Priest to join the 
right hands of those that were to be married, 
as might be proved firom many authors, but 
that of Gregory Nazianzen most full and 
plain, who, speaking of young people to be 
married, saith, '^ I put their right hands to- 
gether, and join them both to Grod's right 
hand." And since the priest is God's repre* 
sentative, therefore they thought his joining 
their hands in Gt)d's name, did signify that 
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Grod was the Author of this conjunction. 
Hence it is that both in the offices of the 
Eastern and Western Church, the Priest is 
ordered to join their right hands together, 
and to put them into each other's hand ; not 
only the woman into the hand of the man, 
but the man into the hand of the woman ; 
that each maj confirm this covenant to the 
other, and that it may be eTidenced that from 
henceforth they have not power over their 
own bodies, as St. Paul affirms ^ but are 
mutually in one another's power, and under 
very great obligations to be faithftd." 

And now the bond is to be drawn more 
closely. Before the question, "Who giveth 
this woman ?" the service was part of the old 
Office of Espousals ; but from that point 
commences the Order of Matrimony. Thus 
what was before " I wiU," is now " I do." I 
take thee from this day forward. A new era 
has begun for both. From this day, this 
hour, this minute, they take and are taken 
for life. The two persons now promise actu- 
ally to each other what before they professed 
themselves willing to do. Only now they add 

' 1 Cor. vii. 4. 
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to thisy tliat they will cherish one another ; 
and the covenant words, " so long as ye both 
shall live," are changed into the chastening, 
sobering warning, '^till death do us part." 
O what a thought of pain for such an hour, 
that death must part those who are so dear to 
each other ! what a thought of joy that they 
may be reunited ! For Christ is the Centre 
of the whole. It is His ordinance of marriage. 
He who binds can unloose; and He who 
unlooses can bind again. He allows a death \ 
He gives a resurrection. Yea, He Himself 
was parted from Lazarus and St. John. He 
died in us, that we might rise in Him. And 
then, as man requires outward signs of inward 
things, the ring ratifies the covenant, like 
Laban's heap, and Joshua's pillar*. It 
invests the receiver with the authority of the 
giver, so that what she does he does also in 
her'. Lastly, its circle is an emblem of 
continuance: ''from whence we may learn, 
that the conjugal love ought to be the most 
perfect of aU others, and such as ought to 
endure for ever '." 

* 6en« xzzi. Josh. zziv. Dean Comber. 
' Gen. zlL 42. Esth. iu. 10 ; TiiL 2. 
' Dean Comber. 

E 
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But before the ring is placed upon the 
woman's finger it is laid upon the book, and 
given by the Priest to the man, signifying 
that the gifts which that ring betokens are of 
G-od ; and in G-od the man also performs his 
part of the solemn act, promising " in the 
Name of the Pather, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost ;" « that is, by his Chris- 
tianity, and before the Trinity, as witness 
thereto ; Who, if he break it, will be the 
Avenger of this perjury*." The prayer suc- 
ceeds, that the newly married may keep their 
sacred promise, and upon this to shut up all 
in one short word and simple act before aU 
men and each other ; the man not taking the 
woman, for she is already his ; the woman not 
taking the man, for he is already hers ; but 
both joined together as married persons by 
Him Who has more power over both than 
either over other: they hear, and all men 
are caUed upon to hear also, " Those whom 
Grod hath joined together, let no man put 
asunder." Let them not fear then. None 
can part them. No ravisher can make them 
less each other's. Let them only be true to 
one another, true to God ; and all the world 

* Dean Ck>mber. 
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cannot mar the purity and perpetuity of their 
wedded state. 

This happy state the Church then ratifies 
by solemn declaration, and by Blessing. And 
the priestly declaration is not a declaration, 
not a mere prayer, however ardent, but a gift. 
" How great a blessing is it," says the Dean, 
'^ to be thus blessed by G-od's commissionated 
Embassador, who not only prays for these 
blessings, but also imparts them*! The 
Priest's blessing is of great efficacy with God, 
and shall be very beneficial to us, if we duly 
prepare oiu^elves to receive it*.'* 

And now these privileged members of the 
Church are invited to claim part of those 
privileges which they have received. As conse- 
crated persons, anointed and shining with 
Gk)d'8 blessing, in all purity and love, typi- 
fying their Lord and His Church, they are 
admitted into the chancel, which is the figure 
of heaven, and kneel before the Altar. By 
this also they " preserve the memory of that 
pious and antient usage of administering the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to the bride- 



• Num. vi. 27. 

* See also Bp. Andrewes, Sermon VIII. pp. 81, 82, 
Vol. III. Ang. Cath. Lib. 

e2 
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groom and bride on the wedding-day, of 
wWch we will say more in the end *." 

"Well now may the voice of psalmody be 
heard, as it was with Solomon in the forty- 
fifth psalm ; and in the Greek and Western 
Churches the very psahn that foUows forms 
part of the Office. Its meaning in this place, 
as weU as that of the psalm which may be 
substituted, is, that from God and by obe- 
dience to God aU the blessings of married life 
must be expected to flow. The prayer which 
foUows the sentences rests upon the same 
doctrine. The next prayer again sets forth 
the unselfish object of marriage, and bids those 
united not only not to murmur and despond 
if God should send them many children to 
maintain and bring up, but rather to rejoice 
that so many more souls are Christianly and 
virtuously brought up to Gt)d's praise and 
honour ; whilst, at the same time, it condenms 
marriages in which there is great disparity of 
years ; for it sets forth to Christians as an object 
of desire the Uving " together so long in godly 
love and honesty, that they may see theii: 
children Christianly and godly brought up." 

' Dean Comber. 



OF MATBIMOmr. 41 



The last prayer invokes God by what He 
has done to continue His work ; to make this 
marriage answerable to its beginnings. But, 
although prayer is prayer, and not instruction, 
the newly married camiot fail to feel them- 
selves stirred up to a fervent love by the 
recital of the origin and divine type of their 
union. They hear that out of man God did 
appoint that woman should take her begin- 
ning. and kidtting them together did teach 
that it should never be lawful to put asunder 
those whom He by matrimony had made one. 
Now " God could as easily have created the 
woman distinctly as He did man; but to 
make them dearer to one another, whom He 
designed for this nearer conjunction of mar- 
riage. He took the woman out of the man, 
and made her of his own flesh and bones *." 

Again, the Church prays that, according to 
the command of the Apostle, and the mystery 
of the institution, the man may love his wife 
as Christ also loved the Church, and the 
woman be in like manner loving and obedient. 
And what love and care on the one side, what 
return of affection and faithful service on the 

^ Dean Comber. 
E 3 
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other, are thus implied, may be perceived by 
remembering what Christ has done and still 
does for the Church, and the obligations of the 
Church to Him. 

Once more the Church blesses the married, 
having yet another blessing for Israel. From 
the vessels of Gk)d's mercy she pours upon 
her children the oil of joy, the unction of the 
Holy Spirit, to sanctify their joy, and, when 
trouble comes, their trouble also. She distils 
the dew of Hermon unto aU fruitMness and 
jfreshness in grace; "the riches" of Grod's 
grace, that is, unfailing blessing and un- 
limited, which they who have can never be 
really poor. The point to which this gift is spe- 
cially directed is twofold love and holiness, that 
the married may love each other fervently, 
and yet offend Q-od neither in body nor soul, 
but in both please Him unto their Uves' end. 

A sermon, or instruction, upon the duties 
of man and wife, concludes. So thinks the 
world. But there is a duty and a blessiag 
yet iQ store which the world heeds not. " It 
is convenient that the new-married persons 
should receive the Holy Communion at the 
time of their Marriage, or at the first oppor- 
tunity after their Marriage." 
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The words of Tertullian have been already 
mentioned, showing the practice of the Church 
in his time and place. "Whence shall I 
suffice to describe the happiness of that 
marriage which the Church imites and the 
oblation confirms ?" 

At the outset of married life there are 
many sore temptations of the flesh and of the 
spirit; of the flesh unto sensuality, of the 
spirit unto idolatry. To whom shall men go 
for help but to Christ ? And where shall 
they find Him as He offers Himself in His 
Sacrament ? 

There is also much that is agitating, un- 
settling ; to a woman's mind, afflicting and 
overpowering. To whom shall she go for 
peace but to Him who stiUed the wind and 
the waves P And where shall she so fibd the 
Prince of Peace as in that Sacrament in 
which He saith, "He that eateth my flesh 
and drinketh My blood dwelleth in Me, and 
linhim?" 

Alas that persons should think themselves 
too feeble, too fluttering in spirit, to approach 
the Strength of Israel and their Eock ! 

What other means can cast so clearly, yet 
so softly, the shadow of the Cross upon joy. 
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and make it truly Christian ? What is there 
which can so distinctly, yet so sweetly, de- 
clare the union of sorrow with joy, and the 
birth of joy from sorrow ? 

" Besides, what is more fit than for those 
who are now married to one another to 
marry both their souls to Christ ? And as 
in this marriage they represent the great 
mystery of Christ's loTe to His Church ; so it 
would rarely moralize that allegory, if they 
did now in the Sacrament commemorate 
Jesus His obliging condescension in espous- 
ing His Church, and laying down His life for 
it. Nor could the married persons make any 
more auspicious begioning of their marriage 
than by receiving the Holy Communion to 
bind their soids to the performance of all 
holiness, which is the certain means to make 
them live happily together; especially since 
in this blessed Sacrament the grace of God is 
imparted to those who devoutly do receive it, 
whereby they are enabled to live in the fear 
of God V 

No such ConuQumon, unless it be the first, 
would so cling to the heart in after-days as a 



7 Dean Ck>mber. 
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garland of holy memories, as that in which a 
husband and wife thus consecrated their first 
hour of wedded life to Him Who united them ; 
gave themselves to Him Who had given them 
to each other ; sought His abiding presence, 
Whose out-poured blessing had filled them 
with holy fear and joy ; His encircling arms, 
to keep together those whom His uniting 
Hand had joined. They would then feel that 
they had not only been united for time but for 
eternity, being one for ever with each other 
by being both one with Him Who had im- 
parted Himself to them and taken them unto 
Himself. 

The ordinance of marriage came from the 
side of the first Adam ; the Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ from the side of 
the Second Adam. There is surely a myste- 
rious and blessed union between these ordi- 
nances beyond all words, all thoughts. 

Now, then, as there was mixed spiritual 
joy and sorrow in the Holy Communion, so 
must there be in the next great step to be 
taken. The man has, indeed, less occasion to 
feel as his wife must now feel. She is now 
called upon to part firom home finally, to 
" forget fdso her own people and her Other's 
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house." This is great mystery. Let the 
deep meaning of it calm the joy and soothe 
the sorrow. It is good to have other things 
in the heart at such an hour beside the 
things of time. And, amongst such higher 
reflections, will come forth iiuch thoughts as 
these. 

" If, then, because the wife is made of the 
man, and both one of one flesh, a man shall leave 
his father and his mother, then there shoidd 
be yet greater affection between brothers and 
sisters ; for these come of the same parents, 
but man and wife of different: . . . the 
ordinance of God is of more force than 
the law of nature*." It is only thus that 
we can understand the tender heart of 
woman, contented as it is, and clinging to 
home, running the risk, and braving the cer- 
tain loss of all which makes her happy in her 
father's house. " For indeed, in very deed, a 
mystery it is, yea, a great mystery, that a 
man should leave him that gave him being, 
him that begat him, and that brought him up, 
and her that travailed with him and had 
sorrow, those who have bestowed upon him so 

" 8. Chrys. Cat. Aur. on S. Matt. xix. 
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many and great benefits, those with whom he 
has heen in familiar intercourse, and be joined 
to one whom he neyer even saw, and who bears 
no relation to him, and should honour her be- 
fore all others ; a mystery it is indeed '." And 
what is this mystery but the other part of 
that by which the Church forsakes all to be 
joined to Christ P Shall we say the Church, 
and not rather each person, every one of us 
who are of her P All that is said of the mar- 
riage of the Church, is true of each and every 
soul, and declares how she should be joined ; 
and for ever purely, whoUy, and with fervent 
and unMling love, cleave to her Saviour. Let 
us hear, then, what is said : '^ Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it ; that He 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash- 
ing of water by the word, that He might pre- 
sent it to Himself a glorious Church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; 
but that it should be holy and without ble- 
mish. So ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 



' S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lib. of Fathers, 
p. 320. 
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loveth himself. For no man ever yet bated 
his own flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as the Lord the Church : for we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of TTia 
bones \" 

Shall it be, then, that the Lord has so 
wonderftdly ordered the mystery of marriage, 
by which so much of our life is blessed, and 
j6rom which it altogether springs, to lead us, 
if possible, to see with what ease and natural 
readiness we should for Him abandon the 
love of the world, and every thing which is 
against the pure affection due to Him ; and 
with what ardent, clinging, close desire we 
should cleave ever to Him, our only good, our 
only bliss P Shall it be that our Bedeemer 
shall have ordered this mystery so graciously 
in vain for us : so much in vain, that even in 
that very ordinance and gift, and by means of 
it, we should forget Him, seek Him less, love 
Him less ? O Gh)d, forbid it ! This were to 
turn away the more He calls ; to love Him 
less the more abundantly He loves. 

Thoughts like these will be of service at the 
time; and the more forcible perhaps after- 



« Eph. ▼. 25—30. 
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wards from having been in the mind, and, it 
may be, upon the lips, at an hour long 
remembered. 

(For devotions, see Appendix.) 



CHAPTEE IV. 

EABLY MABBIED LIEE. 

The begmning is more than half, because 
that beginning has in it the type of the 
rest, the form which the remaiader will for 
the most part follow. Thus it is that the 
boy forms the man. Thus it is that the com- 
mencement of any course of life vitally 
affects the whole of it. "We must not despise, 
the application of this principle to matters 
which people generally settle independently 
of religion, as if they were unworthy of its 
notice ; or, at least, as if forgetfulness of it in 
so small a matter were very venial. The 
duty involved in the rule, " Whether, there- 
fore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God," reaches fer and 
wide. To forget it is not venial. But, if it 
were so, that would be poor comfort so long 
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as our nature is such that we are formed by 
little things, as well as by great ; so long as 
circumstances, and the thousand trifling things 
which together make up a course or manner 
of life, form in us a certain character — make 
us more or less Christian. It is of no small 
moment, then, how new-married persons begin 
the conduct of their house. Their manner of 
furnishing, simple or expensive, their number 
of servants, the sort of position they take up, 
affect them for life, and this in many ways : 
by curtaning charities or leaving room for 
them ; by bringing with them a household of 
servants quiet or extravagant, capable of reli- 
gious discipline or incapable of it ; by causing 
many cares and grievous temptations to cove- 
tousness, and worldliness, and speculation, 
and in some of dishonesty, in order to maintain 
a style adopted before children were bom or 
grew up. Indeed, the manner of life and 
position at first adopted affect the conduct and 
character most materially, by plunging per* 
sons at once into the usual thoughtless whirl 
of society, leaving no time for devotion, and 
soon no love of it; or by gradually leading 
them into a sofb and self-indulgent life, with- 
out any severity and self-denial. In short, 

f2 
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newly married persons have, at the outset, to 
decide whether or not they will aim at any 
thing like Christian simplicity ; whether they 
and their house wiU take the personal hfe of 
their Saviour in any way for their pattern ; or 
whether, careless or hopeless, they wiU yield 
to the current, be as others are around them, 
unlike even their immediate forefsithers in 
many respects; and how unlike Christ and 
His early followers, the mere fSwjt of their own 
conformity to the world, and their confessed 
hopelessness of carrying out the severer pre- 
cepts of His Q-ospel, too readily declare. 

Let these things be well considered, and 
then let those who are beginning life, as it 
were, do so as they wiU wish they had done 
when they are ending it ; begin to Christ and 
their own souls as simply, as unexpensively, 
as quietly in all things as their station will 
permit : in all these things, in furniture, and 
dress, and servants, and manner of hfe being 

ALWAYS BELOW AKD BEHIND THEIB EQUALS 
IN BANK, BECAUSE THE WOBLD IS ALWAYS 
ABOVE AND BEYOND WHAT IS BIGHT, BOTH AS 
BEGABDS Gt)D'B GLOBY AND ChBIST's FOOB, 

AND ITS OWN ETEBNAL WELFABE. One ques- 
tion which will immediately present itself is 
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that of publicly observing or neglecting days 
of fasting or abstinence. The new-married 
have at once to take their line, whether they 
wiQ follow the rule of Gfod's Church or of 
the world. They must make their choice. 
In so doing, let them remember that the 
duty of fasting is laid down as clearly in Holy 
Scripture, both by precept and example, as 
the duty of public worship or reading of 
Scripture ; £ar more so than that of family 
prayer and other admitted parts of devotion. 
Let them remember, also, that to obey Christ's 
Body, the Church, is nothiag else than to 
obey Him, to disobey Her to disobey Him. 
Let them not be Mghtened by any objections, 
such as that by listening to the commands of 
the Church they are setting themselves up 
above others, violating charity, breaking the 
Lord's rule that &sting should be secret. No 
man, when he is obeying a lavrful authority, 
sets himself up by so doing. No man violates 
charity when humbly and quietly he performs 
a duty, which, if he were to neglect, he would 
weaken the hands of some younger or weaker 
brother, and, by his example, confirm that 
self-indulgence and disregard to sacred ob- 
ligations which is ruining thousands and 

f3 
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thousands of professing Christians. No man 
fiswts ostentatiously by observing a public fest, 
but only by displaying a private one, or 
making a vain-glorious show of that which is 
public, for the sake of admiration. It may be 
thought, and by some is thought, possible to 
visit at such times, and privately to deny self 
all the while. But this would cause the ML 
of most persons. They would, from shame 
and the difficulty of their position, break the 
fast and violate their consciences. Moreover, 
the pubHc example of those who follow this 
weak and inconsistent course continues the 
present evil. Besides, persons would find 
that abstinence during a visit is £ar more pro- 
minent, £ar more like ostentation and reprov- 
ing others, than mere absence: and, lastly, 
the entering into society at such times de- 
stroys one great object of fasts, and leads 
men to forget that it is an object, the oppor- 
tunity of increased devotion, recollection be- 
fore God, soUtude, humiliation. 

Lent can never be a penitential preparation 
for Easter, a loosing of the world's chains, 
riveted more and more closely from the Easter 
of the former year to the Lent of the new, 
except by men's depriving that world as much 
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afi possible of its hold upon them throughout 
that solemn season, and by giving all the time 
which they can spare from their callings to 
self-examination, and thought, and prayer, 
and holy study. The object of a fest is un- 
attainable — is lost, except in the rarest cases 
of collected self-restraining persons, if the 
retirement of it is taken away. Shame on 
us for the state to which we have come in 
this matter. The last generation recollects 
and practised a very different course. Even 
very recently it was not strange to wear 
mourning and to re^se the pleasures of 
society during Lent, and the places of amuse- 
ment were closed until the last few years. 
Surely there is need of a great effort, and very 
blessed wiU they be who make it. The world 
wiU frown on them, but God will look gra- 
ciously upon them. Many will be cold, and 
will sneer at those the hem of whose garments 
they would fain, catch at in the day of visita- 
tion. O let not the world's frown lose any 
man his Saviour's smile ! 

But, although the dutifrd children of the 
Church retire fix)m the world, when to join it 
would hurt both it and them, let not this 
seclusion be the companion of a selfish shut- 
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ting Up of the new-married in each other. 
Let neighbours see that those who have prin- 
ciples have also affections and sympathies, 
and these ready to be manifested when they 
can be exercised with innocence and safety. 

Another point, which requires attention 
fix)m the first, is the real well-being of the 
servants of the family. In no respect has the 
state of society deteriorated more than in the 
increased separation of interests and affections 
between the master and his servants. A 
household is no longer one jGiLmiLy under one 
roof, but two, two rival, and often hostile 
bodies, kept together by the lowest of all 
motives, self-interest. Now the world is quite 
ready to complain of servants; to say how 
proud they are, and wasteful, how little to be 
trusted, how ready to leave the service of 
those who have benefited them. But is it 
likely that the fault should be altogether on 
one side P Is it not as true that masters and 
mistresses do not care for the real interests 
of their servants? do not watch over their 
morals so much as over their own property P 
seek good servants, as they are called, rather 
than good men and women for servants? 
skilful cooks, or grooms, or waiters, rather than 
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faithful and true-hearted men and women ? 
How few ever think of taking the hand of an 
old servant before or after long absence, of 
inquiring after his relations, of talking cheer- 
fvJlj with him, and in such a manner as to 
make him feel that he whom he serves is a 
friend as well as master ! And if this be so, 
alas ! how much less do men treat a servant 
as a brother beloved, as a feUow member of 
Christ! 

Those who feel this evil, and are really 
sorry for it, must set themselves from the 
very first to diminish it. On the one hand, 
they must not shrink from laying down such 
rules as to hours, visitors, dress, and the like, 
as seem necessary to preserve the morals of 
their household, however unpopular, and how- 
ever much resisted such a measure may be : 
and, on the other hand, they must counter- 
balance such apparent strictness by courtesy 
and kind interest; by wise indidgendSe from 
time to time ; by providing that their servants 
shall lay by out of their wages against sick- 
ness and age ; by the loan of books ; by care- 
fully arranging the work of the house so that 
their servants shall attend church ; by giving 
them rest and quiet at holy times ; by pre- 
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paring them, or seeing them prepared, for the 
Holy Commimion; by giving them advice 
from time to time, and correcting their faults 
with gentleness, as they themselves would be ^ 
corrected by their Heavenly Master, and be -^ 
won rather than rebuked. ^ 

As to fjEimily prayer, it is not urged here, 
because it is so plain a duty, that no person 
who would take this advice at all would 
endure to neglect it. But let not the family 
devotion be too long, nor ever consist only of 
prayer, but be broken by psalms or verses 
with responses, and short collects requiring 
an answer. Let such devotions never be 
hurried, never abandoned for the sake of 
strangers staying in the house. Let them 
also receive suitable additions before and after 
each Communion, and at the great seasons of 
the Christian year. Li a word, let it be a 
principle that the master and the mistress of 
the house cannot be religious by themselves. 
They must have a Christian household, or 
deserve to be themselves accounted godless. 

Truly happy is that house where angry 
voices and dark looks have yielded to the love 
of brethren, and from which united praise 
goes up and prayers not hindered, for bless- 
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ings upon that little commimity m wbich all 
are concerned both by interest and affection ; 
successful supplications and intercessions 
against fire, and pestilence, and ruin, and 
death ; a community, all the members of which 
help one another by example, and counsel, 
and prayer, to prepare for that habitation 
where all shall be one, in possession of the 
one eternal life, and he shall be the highest 
who was here the lowHest. 

These remarks have reference to those 
duties of the newly married which they owe 
to the Church, or their neighbours, or their 
household. Their mutual duties have not 
been touched upon. As to these, then, the 
following extracts are offered, in addition to 
the inst^ction of the service and to former 
observations. 

" Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the Church. "Wouldest thou have 
thy wife obedient unto thee, as the Church is 
to Christ P Take then thyself the same 
provident care for her, as Christ takes for the 
Church. Yea, even if it shall be need&l for 
thee to give thy life for her, yea, and to be 
cut into ten thousand pieces, yea, and to 
endure and undergo any suffering whatever, — 
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re^e it not. Though thou shouldest undergo 
all this, yet wilt thou not — ^no, not even then 
— ^have done any thing like Christ. Eor thou 
indeed art doing it for one to whom thou art 
already knit ; but He for one who turned her 
back on Him and hated Him. In the same 
way, then, as He laid at His feet her who 
turned her back on Him, who hated, and 
spumed, and doBdadned Him, not by menacea, 
nor by violence, nor by terror, nor by any 
thing else of the kind, but by His unwearied 
affection; so also do thou behave thyself 
towards thy wife \" 

" And the wife see that she reverence her 
husband. The wife is a second authority; 
let not her then demand equality, for she is 
under the head; nor let him despise her as 
being in subjection, for she is the body ; and 
if the head despise the body, it wiQ itself also 
perish'." 

And the breach of duty by one does not 
release the other, but rather calls for greater 
love and stricter fiilfilinent of obligations. 

"But what," one may say, "if a wife 

* S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lib. of Fftthen, p. 315. 
> S. Chrys. ibid. p. 321. 
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reverence me not?" Never mind, thou art 
to love ; ftilfil thine own duty. For though 
others do not do theirs of course, we ought of 
course to do ours. For instance, he says, 
" submitting yourselves one to another in the 
fear of Christ." And what, then, if another 
submit not himself? StiU obey thou the law 
of G-od. Just so, I say, is it also here. Let 
the wife, at least, though she be not loved, 
still reverence notwithstanding, that nothing 
may lie at her door; and let the husband, 
though his wife reverence him not, stiU show 
her love notwithstanding, that he himself be 
not wanting in any point. For each has 
received his own'." 

Then, as to that fruitM source of mis- 
understanding which should be the last to 
trouble the married — questions as to property 
and the rights of each — ^the same saint writes : 
" Why, thou hast no longer a body of thine 
own, and hast thou money of thine own? 
After marriage ye are no longer twain, but 
are become one flesh, and are then your 
possessions twain, and not one? Oh, that 
love of money! Te are both become one 



' S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lib. of Fathers, p. 322. 
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man, one liying creature ; and dost thou still 
talk of ^ mine own ? ' Oursed and unhallowed 
word that it is, the devil introduced it. 
Things far nearer and dearer to us than 
these hath Gk>d made all common to us, and 
are these, then, not common? We cannot 
say, 'My own light, my own sun, my own 
water :' all our greater blessings are common, 
and are riches not so ? Perish the riches ten 
thousand times over ! or, rather, not the 
riches, but those tempers of mind which 
know not how to make use of riches, and yet 
esteem them above all things ^ !" 

Indeed, such sad disputes as this holy 
Father tries to provide against by this teach- 
ing appear doubly sinful when we remember 
that one of the objects of marriage is the 
extinction of selfishness. Holy matrimony is 
the school of unselfishness. The entire union 
of the married is the only real marriage. 
Diverse interests, feelings, wishes, are con- 
trary to its very being. Those whom God 
has joined are to forget seU^ to lose seli^ in 
order to find and be found in each other. 

Indeed, it would seem that nothing short 

* S. Chrys. Horn, on Eph. v., lab. of Fathers, p. 333. 
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of sucli an unity can keep marriage pure. 
The reason why there is no sin, nothing 
defiling, in the position of man and wife, is 
that they are no more twain, but one. 

And here it may perhaps be said with 
advantage, that, on this principle, the conver- 
sation of man and wife may imiocently em- 
brace whatever the thoughts of either may 
innocently entertain. They may speak, when 
need is, without shame of things which they, 
having good intent, may think of without 
shame. Both are one, and so they may be 
open with each other, heart to heart, and 
mind to mind. But how can there be imity 
enough to prevent defilement where there is 
not unity sufficient to destroy division, and 
selfish claims of right, and differing interests 
and desires P 

But, alas ! even with the greatest affection, 
and with unselfish love, there will arise at 
first Httle dissatisfactions and disappoint- 
ments in each other. It is of human in- 
firmity that it should be so: both that too 
much should be expected, and that less than 
is right should be found. Indeed, the more 
ardent the love, the more will little fiulings be 
felt, the more disappointing will they be. 

g2 
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Especially if there be any trifling sHght, or 
carelessness, or warmth of temper in word or 
manner, it will cut the deeper because that 
which it cuts is soft, melting with affection. 
And thus it is that at the outset of married 
life love is blunted or quickened, sympathy 
and openness are shut out or increased, greatly 
according as these slight first differences are 
treated. 

" Let man and wife,'* says Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, " be careful to stifle little things that, 
as fast as they spring, they be cut down and 
trod upon ; for, if they be suffered to grow by 
nimibers, they make the spirit peevish, and 
the society troublesome, and the affections 
loose and easy, by an habitual aversation. 
Some men are more vexed with a fly than 
with a wound ; and when the gnats disturb 
one's sleep, and the reason is disquieted, but not 
perfectly awakened, it is often seen that he is 
fuller of trouble than if, in the daylight of his 
reason, he were to contest with a potent 
enemy. In the firequent little accidents of a 
family, a man's reason cannot always be 
awake; and when his discourses are im- 
perfect, and a trifling trouble makes him yet 
more restless, he is soon betrayed to the 
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violence of passion. It is certain that the 
man or woman are in a state of weakness and 
folly then, when they can be troubled with a 
trifling accident ; and therefore it is not good 
to ;kempt their affections when they are in 
that state of danger. In this case the cau- 
tion is, to subtract fuel from the sudden 
flame; for stubble, though it be quickly 
kindled, yet it is as soon extinguished, if it 
be not blown by a pertinacious breath, or fed 
with new materials. Add no new provoca- 
tions to the accident, and do not inflame this, 
and peace will soon return, and the dis- 
content will pass away soon, as the sparks 
firom the collision of a flint; ever remem- 
beriag that diacontents proceeding from daily 
little things do breed a secret, undiscemible 
disease, which is more dangerous than a fever 
proceeding from a discerned notorious sur- 
feit." And before, more particularly, and 
most beautifully (upon early troubles), he 
writes : " Man and wife are equally concerned 
to avoid all oflences of each other in the 
beginning of their conversation ; every little 
thing can blast an in&nt blossom ; and the 
breath of the south can shake the little rings 
of the vine, when first they begin to curl like 

G 3 
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the locks of a new-weaned boy ; but when by 
age and consolidation they stiffen into the 
hardness of a stem, and have, by the warm 
embraces of the sun, and the kisses of heaven, 
brought forth their clusters, they can endure 
the storms of the north, and the loud noises 
of a tempest, and yet never be broken: so 
are the early unions of an unfixed marriage — 
watchful and observant, jealous and busy, 
inquisitive and care^il, and apt to take alarm 
at every unkind word. For infirmities do not 
manifest themselves in the first scenes, but in 
the succession of a long society ; and it is not 
chance or weakness when it appears at first, 
but it is want of love or prudence, or it will 
be so expounded ; and that which appears ill 
at first usually affiights the inexperienced 
man or woman, who makes unequal conjec- 
tures, and fancies mighty sorrows by the 
proportions of the new and early unkindness. 
. . . After the hearts of the man and the 
wife are endeared and hardened by a mutual 
confidence, and experience longer than artifice 
and pretence can last, there are a great many 
remembrances, and some things present, that 
dash all little unkindnesses in pieces *." 

' The Marriage Ring, Part I. 
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But perhaps the best medicine for such 
infirmities is acknowledgment of them. 
Nothing will so endear the offending one, 
so tighten the loosened bands of love, and con- 
firm us iu Mth and patience under any future 
Hke trial, as that the person who has spoken 
or acted seldshly, harshly, or hastily, should 
at once acknowledge the £a.ult, and ask for- 
giveness of one who will then count the 
offence too light to deserve pardon, and will 
say, " I have nothing to forgive." 

Where this is not possible at the very time, 
through busiuess, or the presence of others, 
let it be done at night iu connexion with 
private prayer. As confession of siu is made 
to an injured God — ^and let all such iustances 
of unkindness form part of that confession — 
so also penitential acknowledgment may be 
made to the person grieved. Thus shall the 
prayers of husband and wife be unhindered 
by division, and claim the promise to the two 
gathered together in Christ's name, which 
Tertullian applies to such devotions *. Thus, 
when sleep falls upon their eyes, love shall 
rest upon their hearts, and there shall be 

* See p. 8. 
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nothing between them but entire affection. 
Heart will be open to heart — ^two really one. 

What has been said supposes prayers of- 
fered together ; and even from the first such a 
practice is very natural. Afberwards there 
will be &rther objects of common interest 
and anxiety ; but from the first it comes to 
the married to pray together in some portion 
of their devotions, for help to discharge their 
mutual duties, and for their household. This 
i8 simply natural. How can they who are 
together in every thing else be apart in this ? 
How, in that which is dearest to them of all 
subjects, can they be separate ? He in Whom 
both trust, by Whom they were given to each 
other, in Whom they are undivided — He 
whom both seek as their portion for ever, 
is the subject upon which, if sUent on all 
else, they could never hold their peace. 

(For Prayers for the Married, see Ap- 
pendix.) 



CHAPTER V. 

MARBIED LIFE. 

Sometimes Ood withholds the gift of children 
from those who tenderly love each other, and 
long to be parents. Surely, when He does so, 
they may pray, subject to Q-od*s will, and 
sweetly seeking it, with the holy women of 
old time, that the prayers and promises of the 
Service by which they were united may be 
effectual. . It is no sin to pray for that which 
God withholds, if we pray with affectionate 
wilHngness to embrace His holy will concern- 
ing us so soon as we shall know it. In this 
spirit, then, let the childless pray earnestly 
and perseveringly. But if Gk)d answer them 
not according to their words, and refuse their 
request, as He refused His own Apostle his, 
let them not think their prayers vain, and that 
no blessing was in store for them, because they 
received not that which they desired. The 
highest of G-od's gifts are those which cross 
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our wishes most, cross our earthly desire with 
a heavenly calliag and grace. He calls the 
afflicted to Himself the Comforter ; the trou- 
bled to Himself the Eest; the childless or 
bereaved to Himself, taking the place of 
father, or mother, or wife, or child, as the sun 
suppHes the need of the lamp, and perfect 
strength of the sick man's staff. Let the 
childless praise Ood, because He offers Him- 
self to them in a peculiar manner to fill all 
their hearts, to take up all their desires and 
centre and fix them in Himself, Who can 
never fail them. Let them perceive their vo- 
cation to serve Him with more unearthly 
zeal, more bountiful offenngs, more frequent 
devotions, more self-denying labours. As He 
has given Himself to them in place of children, 
so let them bestow on Him the same, nay 
rather far more, but at the least the same 
time and labour, and toil and expenditure, as 
the bringing up of a family would have en- 
tailed. Let them give all for One Who will 
be their AU « all for all^" 

But if the " mercifiil Lord and heavenly 
Father, by whose gracious gifts mankind is in- 
creased," seems about to bestow the blessing 
1 Imitation of Christ, book iii. c. 27* 
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of children, not only hope and joy, but deep 
axudoiLS thoughts must at times M the heart, 
and have a right to enter, have a work to do, 
a work of preparation. 

The Church would not pray three times 
each week for * women labouring with child,' 
but for the ' great pain and peril of childbirth.' 
The hour of " trouble" is not a time for re- 
pentance, often hardly for prayer. 

'' Pray thou for her whose prayers to-day 
In sighs of anguish died away.'' 

She who would have the faJl consolations of 
faith should meet her hour of darkness as she 
would meet the day of darkness, which indeed 
to her it may soon become. She should 
diligently examine herself, and search into her 
life, for some time previously ; and coUecting 
all which weighs upon her conscience should 
disburden her soul, seek and obtain peace 
before the trial comes upon her. This she 
may do in case of any burden or scruples 
by confession to God's Ambassadors of peace, 
and by " the benefit of absolution ;" or other- 
wise by solemn private confession to God 
before receiving the Holy Communion, and by 
earnestly desiring pardon for the sins con- 
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fessed through the absolution of the Office and 
the drinking of the " Blood of the New Tes- 
tament which was shed for many for the 
remission of sins." 

And so, when pain and anguish come upon 
her, she can say, * I will not fear, for Qt)d is on 
my side,' she can sufferpatientljthe punishment 
of sin, changed by repentance into a blessing ; 
a suffering conforming to the image of Christ ; 
an affliction like that of the Church when she 
lost Christ for a season to find Him for ever ; 
a figure of this whole life of trouble passing 
away in an hour, and leaving only joy over an 
eternal birth : and thus whether she live she 
will live unto the Lord, or whether she die she 
will die unto the Lord, so that living or dying 
she will be the Lord's. 

The first thought of parents after those of 
thankfulness should be for the Baptism of the 
child which is bom into the world. They who 
have given to it a life by which it was " bom 
in sin and a child of wrath " should never rest 
until it is made a '' child of God " and has re- 
ceived the new life, the only life which is life. 
And herein parents should not follow the 
corrupt custom of deferring Baptism until the 
mother can witness it, however great such 
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pleasure may be. The first duty is to Q-od 
and the child, to seek the honour of Q-od and 
the salvation of the infant. What if through 
the neglect of the parents the child should 
die without baptism ? Weeds there any other 
argument than this P But we must obey the 
Church, which distinctly orders :— 

"The Curates of every Parish shaU-ofben 
admonish the people, that they defer not 
the baptism of their children longer than the 
first or second Sunday next after their birth, or 
other Holy-day following between, unless upon 
a great and reasonable cause, to be approved 
by the Curate'." 

And surely it is delight enough for the 
mother to follow with her heart and prayers, 
and to embrace her child upon its return as a 
" member of Christ, a child of Grod, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." Por 
t}iis is indeed the first kiss, the sweetest ; and 
of this most ftdly we may say : — 

** Mysterious to all thought 
A mother's prime of bliss, 

When to her eager lips is brought 
Her infiftnt's thrilling kiss. 

* First Rubric of the Ministration of Private Baptism 
of Children in Houses. 

H 
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O never shall it set, the sacred Hght 
Which dawns that moment on her tender gase, 

In the eternal distance blending bright 
Her darling's hope and hers, for love and joy and praLse. 

" No need for her to weep» 
Like Thradan wives of yore, 

Save when in rapture still and de^ 
Her thankfiil heart rnns o'er. 
They monm'd to trust thebr treasure on the main, 
Sure of the storm, unknowing of the guide : 

Welcome to her the peril and the pain. 
For well she knows the home where they may safely hide. 

" She joys that one is bom 
Into a world forgiven, 

Her Father's household to adorn, 
And dwell with her in heaven. 
So have I seen, in spring's bewitching hour. 
When the glad eaHh is offering aU her best, 

Some gentle maid bend o'er a cherish'd flower, 
And wish it worthier on a parent's heart to rest*." 

In the choice of sponsors let Christian 
principles, and not worldly customs, be the 
guide. Let parents consider the object of 
this institution under the light of the very- 
name, Ood-^^arents, parents acting for God and 
bringing up to God, and read the commission 
of the Church to sponsors at the end of the 

' Christian Year. Third Sunday after Easter. 
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Office, fmd then they will surely put away all 
other considerations but those of G-od's glory 
and their children's eternal good. They will 
no longer care about pleasing or displeasing 
others; and stiU less about worldly advan- 
tages ; but they will simply and singly seek 
to have such God-parents for their children 
as are likely to surrive themselves, and who 
are in Christian zeal and wisdom able to assist 
them in bringing up their children whilst 
they live, and to take their places if they die. 
And here it may be well to add, how out of 
place is all vanity and extravagance at a 
Baptism. Before regeneration a child needs 
a garb of mourning rather than of gaiety, for 
it is yet in its sin: and after Baptism it 
requires a simple robe, for it has been made 
a Christian; it has become the member of 
a meek and lowly Saviour, and its highest 
ornament is the grace of Christian childhood, 
retirement, simplicity, modesty, and gentleness. 
Let the whole household be brought as much 
as possible to feel and understand the great 
work which God has wrought for those who 
are at its head ; let them see that they rejoice 
chiefly that their child is now God's child, and 
heir of an enduring ioheritance. 

h2 
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It is unnecessary to say to such persons as 
wUl receive what has been already written, 
and yet it seems wrong to leave unmentionedy 
that the public thanksgiving of Churching 
should be the first step of recovered health. 
She who has not strength to thank G-od has 
not strength to receive her neighbours. 
Q-od should have the first fruits of the new 
life of one whom He has delivered from the 
gates of death. The offering should be regu- 
lated not by the custom of society, but by 
the greatness of the benefit, and by the means 
of the offerer. But the best offering is a 
thankful life, a renewed use of a renewed 
time of trial and holy discipline. " Therefore 
will I call upon him as long as I Uve." " I 
wiU walk before the Lord in the land of 
the living." Another portion of the same 
psalm teaches to perform, when it is possible, 
eucharistic acts with that worship of thanks- 
giving which beyond all others receives the 
name of the holy Eucharist : " I will receive 
the cup of salvation : and call upon the name 
of the Lord." 

And as such an occasion cannot pass without 
some holy resolution, it should be recorded 
with its feelings and vows, so as not to be 



MABBIED LIFE. 77 



forgotten in time of health amidst its works 
and pleasures. Our broken vows are often 
recorded against us, because we would not 
record them ourselves for our own protection. 
We forget them, but they are not forgotten. 
Indeed it seems fix)m holy Scripture and fix)m 
observation also, that the pain and peril of 
childbirth are especially among the things 
which the delivered "remembereth no more." 
The godly fear of that dark hour, and the 
Christian joy and thankfulness which foUow 
it, are soon lost out of the heart, when they 
might have worked in it a holy caution and 
greater faith and love. There should be a 
register therefore of such times, and of the 
feelings and resolutions belonging to them; and 
besides this, one which is common property, a 
joint record for husband and wife of chastise- 
ments and mercies, mutual fears and deliver- 
ances, the sicknesses and dangers of each other 
and of their children, to be read when failing 
faith needs confirmation, or love waxed cold, 
fresh kindling. 

This journal may weU be examined on each 
anniversary of marri^e, as has been before 
advised. Such an occasion is most fitting for 
strict inquiry into the whole tenor of married 

h3 
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life ; for self-examination upon the duties of 
husband and wife, and master and parents and 
neighbours ; upon the degree in which the lovd 
and service of Grod retain the upper place in 
heart and life ; and upon the way in which the 
temptations of the married state have been 
resisted, and its privileges used. And if such 
an inquiry should seem too penitential and 
arduous for so jojrfiil a day, then let the 
occasion have its vigil, like the feasts of the 
Church; and these strict duties being cared for 
previously, the marriage day itself may be given 
to unmingled rest and holy pleasure. 

Now one of those privileges which generally 
belong to the married is the continual lesson 
of Christian doctrine which their children 
supply. What, for example, can so fully 
enable us to realize the humility of the In- 
carnation as the contemplation of a weak and 
helpless infant? What can create such interest 
in the childhood and youth of our Blessed Lord, 
as that continual memorial of the truth that His 
in&ncy, childhood, and youth sanctified those 
of Christians, which parents constantly enjoy P 
How many doctrines are set forth for them 
in like manner ! The freedom of Q-od's gifts 
instanced in His blessing helpless, thoughtless 



babes with His grace ; the secret working and 
long-tarrying power of the heavenly leaven ; 
the corruption of nature remaLoing, struggling 
with grace, and vanquished hj it ; the declara- 
tion, that of such as their own children are, 
is the kingdom of God ; that the same &ith, 
the same simplicity, the same affection and 
guiLelessness, the same need and supply 
of sympathy, the same cheerAilness, freedom 
from care, thankfulness for present joys, de- 
light in a father's smile and word of praise or 
simple presence, sorrow and restlessness when 
his fibce is darkened, or when he withdraws that 
presence ; that these and similar common gifts 
of childhood are the very staple of Christian 
character, the very affections and habits of the 
children of God. Even their own feelings 
teach parents much of Gospel truth: their 
sorrow when their child offends ; their un- 
willingness to punish; their afflictiag their 
beloved only when necessary, and with not 
one sorrow more than necessary ; their joy at 
their children's penitence ; their happiness 
iQ their perseverance, all these are faHl of 
Christian doctrine. 

So again, the whole mystery of the " heart 
self-torturing" is set before parents in their 
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cMdren ; their own wilful determination not 
to be comforted, not to be satisfied ; the whole 
will of the sick soul to remain unhealed sooner 
than humble itself when — 

** Thus oft the mourner's wayward heart 
Tempts him to hide his grief and die ; 
Too feeble for Confession's smart. 
Too proud to bear a pitying eyeK" 

These and numberless other truths of infinite 
moment, are continually brought before the 
parent. With the least reflection he perceives 
himself, and God's ways with himself, mirrored 
in the actions and discipline of his children ; 
and foolish must he be who, when once his 
eye has filled with thoughts like these, neglects 
from that hour forwards to regard his children 
as a living Gk>spel, given him to explain and 
enforce his Christian faith ; given to open at 
once the eye of his mind and the affections of 
his heart. 

Parents should have their thoughts con- 
stantly upon these things; and then their 
children would- raise, not lower, their mind 
and affections, by suggesting high and holy 
contemplations, instead of trifling thoughts 

1 Christiaa Year. Hymn for Ash- Wednesday. 
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and worldly cares : and moreover thej would 
learn to look upon the children fU9 sacred ; to 
think of them and treat them with more 
reverence, more religion, more as God's, more 
to Grod. And this leads to the treatment of 
children, a matter which seems too large to 
embrace, yet too important and too closely 
connected with the subject entirely to pass by. 
A few points only can be noted. 

The leading principle of education for the 
parent to grasp and fix for ever in his heart 
and mind, and from thence constantly and 
naturally to draw living waters of truth for 
his child, is the doctrine of Baptism. 

The parent requires to master this for 
himself^ that he may ever feel, " This is God's 
child, not mine alone." It is the shrine of 
His presence ; with what reverence then to 
be regarded! — ^the adopted of the Father, 
a member of the Son, a temple of the 
Spirit ; and never, never to be treated with im- 
patience or abandoned in despair. Whatever 
is done for it, is done for God ; God guiding 
and blessing every effort ; covering the seed 
and watering it ; warming it with the Sun of 
Bighteousness, and quickening it with the 
breath of His Spirit. It is only thus that a 
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parent can feel his full responsibility, the 
grounds of hope which are given him that his 
labours shall not be vain, so &r as the law 
of man's free wiU permits. Parents must 
make this baptismal doctrine their own, im- 
bibe it, become united to it, both for guidance 
in ruling their children, and in teaching 
them. Children will not learn a truth taken 
up, put on, for a time. It must show itself as 
the faith of the teacher, his constant solemn 
belief and feeling. His reverence for the 
child must teach it reverence for itself. BLis 
remembrance of its holy calling and gift must, 
bj look and voice and manner, and not aa a 
lesson, declare that caUing and gift to its 
possessor. In a word, children must learn 
that thej are '^ members of Christ, children 
of God, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven," 
from seeing that their parents love them, 
reverence them, educate them as such. With 
this conviction their parents must deny them- 
selves all that self-indulgence which mars 
the character of the child of God, all en- 
couragement of devemess to the prejudice of 
humility ; all selfish unwillingness to punish, 
or haste in punishing. In caressing, or visiting 
with chastisement, they will have ever God's 
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Will before them, ever God's Eye upon them, 
whilst they act calmly, thoughtftilly, and on 
principle. They will avoid all gaiety of dress, 
and every thing which feeds vanity. They 
will not dare to regard their children as beau- 
tiftil objects — feasts for their eye and ear. 
They will keep them back, keep them really 
children until they are no longer children. 
The lovely things which they will desire to 
see in them whilst children are the graces of 
childhood. Love, and obedience, and open- 
ness, and reverence, and truth, will be their 
beauty and their ornaments. 

Perhaps parents may well consider that they 
have taught their children the chief lesson 
which theyneed toleamwhen theyhave brought 
them, if by God's help they can attain to such 
a grace, to remember the Eye of God and 
forget the eye of man ; to be the same before 
Btr^gers ; the same when their teachers are 
present or absent, because their presence 
before God remains the same, and this is 
every thing to them. But this must be done 
gently, and by means of opportunities more 
than by lectures before and after childish 
&alts, trials, and sorrows. To show Christ per- 
sonally as having embraced and still embracing 
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them with the arms of His mercy, to teach 
them that the eye of Gk)d is the watchfulness 
of a Pather, to produce a faith in the presence 
of holy angels, is to make this doctrine such 
that a child can love, as well as fear, the thought 
of the invisible world. 

And if there be one quality or habit more 
to be wished than another, it is that of open- 
ness, a readiness to acknowledge &ults, which 
may be strengthened by confession at night 
of such as have occurred during the day. 
Snch openness of the son towards his &ther, 
and of the daughter towards her mother, 
would in after life save countless sorrows 
and sins : but it can only exist where it has 
been exercised &om the first, and has not 
been checked by haste, and harshness, and 
want of sympathy. 

In all punishment great calmness should 
be used. Punishment should, if possible, be 
slow in its approach, and altogether dispas- 
sionate. It should be given with a tender 
heart, and as in God's sight, never as the 
result of natural impulse. 

As the child grows up, its Baptism should 
be brought out more and more to it as th^ 
source of its duties and blessings, responsi- 
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bilities and means of growth in grace. And 
the anniversaiy of its Baptism should be put 
before it as its religious birthday, a day of 
devotion and holy joy. 

The earlier a child can be safely confirmed 
and begin to communicate, the better. There 
is nothing in which this age is so unbelieving, 
or which it seeks so little, as a holy childhood. 
The examples of Samuel, and St. John the 
Baptist, and of Timothy, and the life-giving 
and redeeming youth of our Blessed Lord, 
are not understood. O that parents would 
endeavour that with their children there 
should be no dreary waste between the spring 
and summer of life ; no second winter, cutting 
off every bud and blossom of early graces ! 
As their day is, so should 4be their strength : 
and the trials of the young need the sacra- 
mental grace which the Lord bestpws, that 
His little ones may overcome them. 

And if all go not well— if there be in- 
stability and disappointing levity, or careless- 
ness, or selfishness, or disobedience, yet 
parents must not be disheartened. What 
does their Heavenly Father see in themselves 
which wiU justify their being out of heart with 
their children, or relaxing their efforts P. Are 

I 
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they to cease supplying religious motives be- 
cause those already proffered are forgotten ? 
"Would they, then, have Gfod withhold from 
themselves word, and sacrament, and secret 
movement of the heart, because the world still 
so readily, and often so exclusively, possesses 
their ear, and thoughts, and wishes ? 

We are all children. Let us be patient and 
hopeftd, as we would ourselves have patience 
and continuance of favour. Therefore let 
there be no gloom, no forebodings on the 
countenance. Let religion be steadily ad- 
vanced, but with gentleness and great allow- 
ances; not so as to weary, not so as to 
estrange. K on the whole the child's heart 
seems pure and true, and all wise means are 
duly used to preserve and train its growing 
charact^, especially earnest intercession, ear- 
nest united intercession, then parents may 
indeed watch, but not be cast down, whilst 
¥ratching their tender plant. I>rawn though 
it be, now towards the sun, and now swayed 
by the winds hither and thither, there are 
higher influences at work grmrding and train- 
ing and leading it upwards ; and strength and 
nghteousnesB will crown its growth. The 
baptized are Q-od's children more than ours. 
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We cannot see His work ; but we may believe. 
He is doing what we know not, but that 
which, if our faith fail not, we shall see and 
rejoice in. 

One great failing almost all parents share, 
unwillingness to be advised about their chil- 
dren. There is nothing which they so much dis- 
like, so warmly resent. Yet it is very unreason- 
able, nay, very wrong, when the blindness of 
parents to the &ults of their children, and to 
their own errors of management is even pro- 
verbial ; it is very foolish and wrong for per- 
sons labouring under such infirmities to reject 
advice. They ought to be very thankM for 
it; and although they will not lightly, and 
at every suggestion change their plans of 
education, yet parents will do weU carefully 
to consider any reproof or counsel which may 
come to their ears, and even to ask it of tried 
friends and of their spiritual guide. More 
than this, they should at times examine them- 
selves, and religiously consider their own 
temper towards, and their treatment and con- 
trol of their beloved children. 

Especially will wise parents watch their 
servants. AH the care of father and mother 
is continually ruined by the indulgence and 

i2 
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evil counsels of servants. The first conceal- 
ment &om parents, the first equivocation — 
nay, the first impure thoughts, are too often 
learned from these members of their own 
household. Little does many a mother know, 
when praying morning and evening that the 
truth and purity of her child's heart may 
ever be preserved, — ^little does she know that 
the springs of its life are ah*eady defiled ; and 
that its guardian angel is watching with 
sorrow, and Satan with joy, seeds of hell-soil 
sown, bursting, springing up unto death. 
The eye is as bright as before, and all gay 
and sprightly, and to man's sight unchanged ; 
but the consumption of the soul has begun. 
If there were no other motive, this surely 
suffices to induce parents to choose their 
servants from character, not acquirements; 
and never to cease their efforts to make them 
Christian. 

As the cluld grows up, other occasions 
present themselves, and those most important, 
of loving it or not loving it in God. 
The choice of the school or means of educa- 
tion is one ; the decision whether the inte- 
rests of this world or the next are to be 
paramount. The profession or course of life 
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is another. In fixing on their children's 
fiiture calling GK>d tries parents, whether 
thej will consider or neglect the moral weak- 
nesses of their children, the temptations of 
different pursuits, the probabilities of fedling 
awaj to the world, or of persevering for 
Heaven. And in many cases God seems 
to ask, and ask in vain, for some Samuel 
to be dedicated to the service of His altar. 
He asks \>j giving children to the barren, life 
to the dying, health to the sick ; so as that 
one branch at leaflt, out of so many, seems 
due to Him to be planted in the courts of 
His House. What more acceptable offering 
can parents make out of their affections 
than a child P what, out of their substance, 
than a labourer for the vineyard, when " the 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are fewP" 

And for the fulfilment of these and the 
other duties of their position, the married 
must seek earnestly the gift of perseverance. 
Besolutions and plans m^de beforehand and 
at the outset, when they come to be &ced by 
the actual difficulties of Ufe, appear at times 
ideal and visionary. Certainly, such plans 
and resolutions wiU require modification and 

i3 
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adaptation from time to time ; but the life of 
the married wiU need far more to be brought 
into accordance with them than they with it. 
The pressure of the world will make it htD'd 
to observe the laws of the Church — the work 
of life makes it difficult to sustain the times of 
devotion. Servants will so often disappoint, 
that it may seem hopeless to contend with the 
stream of that degeneracy which springs from 
such very hopelessness. Temptations also will 
increase with increasing expenses, to stint 
alms-giving unduly, to be keener in gains than 
he may be who believes that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. Surely it wiU require 
great watchfrdness, and strict self-examination, 
and earnest prayer, not to be taken captive 
by the world in these toils. 

And, who is to have the heart ? is a ques- 
tion which the probation of married life puts 
constantly ;' husband or wife, and cluldren, and 
home, or the Husband of the soul ? the Ghiver 
of every good gift ? the eternal home which 
is Himself, His angels, and His saints P 

To some this trying question is put in a 
very marked and severe manner; as, for 
instance, to the Clergy in time of pestilence, 
or by the poverty of their families ; and to 
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others in persecution. But to most persons 
this probation comes in the quiet course of 
daily life ; in devotions neglected or observed ; 
in worldlj advancement, with something 
wrong, or, at the least, hurtful, belongiug to 
it, seized, or refused; in the withholding a 
wiUing child from the priesthood, or anxiously 
encouraging his desire. In such ways that 
question is put and answered which the great 
Christian law involves. 

" He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me : and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me, is not 
worthy of me V 

And because men seldom answer the strict 
question of this first law aright, God in love 
afflicts, and at last bereaves them : and hence 
is many a widow ; hence husbands weep for 
their wives, and parents for their children ; 
that at last they may find Him Whom they 
had lost, and love TTim Who so loved them. 

It is not always thus, however. If it were, 
we should not see the holy and happy families 
with which we meet at times, and which seem 
too bright for this world. 



3 Matt. X. :i^. 
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** And there are souls that seem to dwell 
Aboye this earth — so rich a spell 
Floats round their steps, where'er they move, 
From hopes fulfilled, and mutual love. 
Such, if on high their thoughts are set, 
Nor in the stream the source forget. 
If prompt to quit the bliss they know, 
Following the Lamb where'er He go. 
By purest pleasures unbeguiled. 
To idolize or wife or child ; 
Such wedded souls our God shall own 
For faultless yirgins round His throne'.'' 

Let the mtoried see that they do not rest 
in a blameless home. Their calling is higher. 
A nobler love demands their heart, not ex- 
cluding the less, but taking it in, absorbing 
it. All may be loved in God, if Gk)d is loved 
in alL 

*< Sweet is the smile of home ; the mutual look. 
When hearts are of each other sure ; 
Sweet all the joys that crowd the household nook. 

The haunt of all affections pure ; 
Yet in the world even these abide, and we 

Aboye the world our calling boast : 
Once gain the mountain-top, and thou art free ; 
Till then, who rest, presume; who turn to look, 
are lost^" 

' Christian Year. Wednesday before Easter. 
* Ibid. First Sunday in Lent. .^- 
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" Bemember the days of darkness/' 'says 
Bishop Taylor, when he concludes his counsels 
to the married ; "for they are many." . . . . 
"It is fit that I should in^se a branch of 
myrrh into the festival goblet, and, after the 
Egyptian manner, serve up a dead man's 
bones at a feast. I will only show it, and 
take it away again; it will make the wine 
bitter, but wholesome. But those married 
pairs that live, as remembering that they 
must part again, and give an account how 
they treat themselves and each other, shall, 
at that day of their death, be admitted to 
glorious espousals ; and when they shaU Hve 
again, be married to their Lord, and partake 
of his glories, with Abraham and Joseph, 
St. Peter and St. Paul, and aU the married 
saints. " All those things that now please us 
shall pass &om us, or we from them; but 
those things that concern the other life, are 
permanent as the members of eternity ; and 
although at the resurrection there shall be 
no relation of husband and wife, and no 
marriage shall be celebrated but the marriage 
of the Lamb ; yet then shall be remembered 
how men and women passed through this 
state which is a type of that, and from this 
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Bacramental union all holy pairs shall pass to 
the spiritual and eternal, where love shall be 
their portion, and joys shall crown their 
heads, and they shall lie in the bosom of 
Jesus, and in the heart of God, to eternal 
ages. Amen *." 

Surely this is enough, even could no more 
be said; but there are grounds for a pious 
hope that even in heaven the married may be 
something especially near and blessed to each 
other. This the first miracle of the Lord 
might lead us to expect. The good wine was 
given last, figunng surely better things in store 
for marriage and for the married, as weU aa 
for the persevering labourer in Q-od's vine- 
yard at the close of his labours, and hereafter 
when he shall receive his reward. Heaven 
does not extinguish gradations of happiQess, 
but envy. It destroys not self^ but selfish- 
ness. The negative, the exclusive, only, is 
taken away. Here, owing to our imperfec- 
tions, property means what another man has 
no right in ; there, it is the common heritage 
of all ; " All that I have is thine," being 
none the less Gk)d's in a £Eur higher manner, 



* Marriage Ring, Part 11. 
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although bestowed upon man. ''In such 
a manner are all things possessed by per- 
fect and immortal souls that each thing is 
tiie property of all, and aU of each *." The 
difficulty of realizing this unselfish possession 
is that which makes us fearful of believing 
that in some high sense the married may stiU 
be married in heaven ; not, indeed, by any 
exclusive right, but by a love upon love, even 
as our Blessed Saviour loved Lazarus and 
St. John, not only as disciples, but as friends. 
The rich man remembered his brothers, being 
in torments ; and from out of the misery of 
separation from the Gt)d of love and all the 
holy sources of affection. How then shall 
those who have been joined to each other by 
God be forgotten in the perfecting and most 
loving bliss of His presence ? 

And although in heaven they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels ; yet, as the holy angels have special 
labours of love and objects of care, so, per- 
chance, the married may not be less like 
them whilst they retain an affection puri- 
fied and refined, subservient to the order of 

' S. Aug. on St. Luke xv. 31. Cat. Aur. 
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heaYen, and cold and pale, compared with 
the heat and brightness of that love which 
they have for Him in "Whom visibly and 
perfectly they live, and move, and have their 
being. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTEE I. 



PRAYERS 
FOB THOSE MEDITATHTG MABBIAGE. 

Pjbbtent us, O Lord, in all our doings with 
Thy most gracious favour, and further us 
with Thy continual help; that in all our 
works begun, continued, and ended in Thee, 
we may glorify Thy holy Name, and finally 
by Thy mercy obtain everlasting life ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of man- 
kind, who hast instituted the holy estate of 
matrimony, ba the only way to continue the 
world, and for the comfort of man's life, 
imder the various evils, cares, and labours of 
it, by the mutual society and help that 
married persons ought to have one for the 

K 
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other, both in prosperity and adversity, and 
for the good of human society, by preventing 
many confusions, and promoting concord 
therein : grant that now I have thoughts of 
entering into this state, I may so seriously 
consider the chief end of its institution, as 
not to enterprise the same unadvisedly, 
lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy my carnal 
lusts or appetites ; but reverently, discreetly, 
advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of Grod. 

Let me seriously weigh and consider before- 
hand, the Bol^mi vow and promise I shall then 
make, so as nev^ to entertain any thoughts 
of it, without a sincere purpose of heart, 
and a firm resolution of mind to perfoim the 
same. 

Let me consider^ that, if I marry, my 
future happiness or misery of life wiU very 
much depend on the choice I make; that 
with whomsoever I marry, I venture the 
being happy or unhappy all my days; and 
that I shaQ be obliged, by Thy holy laws, to 
love my partner, and no other, till death. 

O Lord, the Sovereign and wise Disposer of 
all things 1 grant I may duly consideir that a 
man's heart deviseth a way, and propoaeth a 
design to make his lite easy and happy : yet 
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Thou, O Lord, directest bis steps, and deter- 
minest the erent, and givest such issues as it 
pleases Thee, and when Thou seest fit, many 
times quite contrary to what he intended, or 
persuaded himself of; I know the way of man 
is not in himself, it is not in man that 
walketh, to direct his own steps. 

Let me therefore in aU my ways acknow- 
ledge Thee, that Thou mayest vouchsafe to 
direct my path ; let me not trust to my own 
prudence, care, skiU, or on any hmnan aid ; 
but let me seek to engage Thy good provi- 
dence on my behalf, and only regard to do 
my own duty ; because the events are Thine, 
and Thou canst turn the fairest prospects of 
happiness to my punishment and misery : and 
far be it from me, O God, to endeavour to 
rescue them out of Thy hand, by fraud, or 
falsehood, or by using any dishonest or un- 
worthy means to bring this or any other 
purpose about ; always remembering, that he 
that walketh uprightly, walketh surely. And 
let me wait Thy time, and think that always 
best ; for Thou only knowest what things are 
joined to, and are the consequences of other, 
and what is fittest for me, and for my greatest 
happiness ; and hast promised that all thiags 

e:2 
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shall work together for good to those that 
loYe Thee : in confidence hereof, let me rest 
satisfied with that state and condition (what- 
ever it be) that Thou in Thy wisdom and 
goodness shalt order me. O Lord, vouchsafe 
to hear my prayers, which I offer through the 
mediation of Jesus Christ, my Saviour. 
Amen. — New Manual, 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER IT. 

PRAYERS 

TO BE BAXD BY A MAIDEN BE70BE SHE EKTEB 
EETTO THE STATE OF MABBIAGE. 

I. 

HOST glorious Qod, and my most indul- 
gent Lord, and gracious Father; "Who dost 
bless us by Thy bounty, pardon us by Thy 
mercy, support and guide us by Thy grace, 
and govern us sweetly by Thy providence: 

1 give Thee most humble and hearty thanks, 
that Thou hast hitherto preserved me in my 
virgin state with innocence and chastity, in a 
good name, and a modest report. It is Thy 
goodness alone, and the blessed emanation of 
Thy Holy Spirit, by which I have been pre- 
served : and to Thee I return all praise and 
thanks, and adore and love Thy goodness 
infinite. 

k3 



II. 

And now, O Lord, since by Thy dispensa- 
tion and oYerruling providence I am to change 
my condition, and enter into the holy state of 
marnage, which Thou hast sanctified by Thy 
Institution, and blessed by Thy Word and 
Promises, and raised up to an excellent mys- 
tery that it might represent the Union of 
Christ and His Church; be pleased to go 
along with Thy servant in my entering into, 
and passing through this state, that it may 
not be a state of temptation or sorrow, by 
occasion of my sins or infirmities, but of holi- 
ness and comfort, as Thou hast intended it 
to all that love and fear Thy holy name. 

ni. 

Lord, bless and preserve that dear Person 
whom Thou hast chosen to be my Husband : 
let his life be long and blessed, comfortable 
and holy: and let me also become a great 
blessing and comfort unto him, a sharer in aU 
his joys, a reireshment in all his sorrows, a 
meet helper for him in all a<^cidents and 
chances of the world. Make me amiable for 
ever in his eyes, and very dear to him. Unite 
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his heart to me iu the dearest union of love 
and holiness ; and mine to him in all sweet- 
ness, and charity, and compliance. Keep 
from me all morosity and ungentleness, all 
sullenness and harshness of disposition, all 
pride and vanity, all discontentedness and 
unreasonahleness of passion and humour ; and 
make me humble and obedient, charitable and 
loving, patient and contented, useful and ob- 
servant ; that we may delight in each other 
according to Thy blessed word and ordinance, 
and both of us may rejoice in Thee, having 
our portion in the love and service of G-od 
for ever and ever. 



IV. 

O blessed Father, never suffer any mis- 
takes or discontent, any distrustfulness or 
sorrow, any trifling arrests of fancy, or un- 
handsome accidents to cause any unkindness 
between us: but let us so dearly love, so 
affectionately observe, so religiously attend to 
each other's good and content, that we may 
always please Thee, and by this learn and 
practise our duty and greatest love to Thee, 
and become mutual' helps to each other in 
the way of godliness ; that when we have re- 
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ceived the blessings of a married life, the 
comforts of society, the endearments of a holy 
and great affection, and the dowry of blessed 
children, we may for ever dwell together in 
the embraces of Thy love and glories, feasting 
in the marriage-supper of the Lamb to eternal 
ages, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
Amen'. 

PEMTENTIAL PEEPAEATION FOR 
SUCH AS EEQIJIEE IT. 

Aissist me, blessed Lord, in the trial and 

impartial examination of my heart, and of all 

the actions of my life ; in the full confession 

of all my sins, with the tears of true penitence 

and godly sorrow for them ; in my prayers for 

mercy and pardon of them, and for grace to 

be sanctified against them. O hear in heaven, 

and be merciful unto me, forgive me my sins, 

and heal my soul, through the merits and 

mediation of my dearest Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen^ 

LESSON. 

Heb. iy. 12, 13. 
For the word of Gk)d is quick, and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
^ Bp. Jeremy Taylor. ' Dr. Sherlock. 
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piercing eyes, to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discemer of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. Neither is there any ereature 
that is not manifest in His sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do. 

When man uncovers, Grod covers; when 
man conceals, Gk)d lays bare ; when man makes 
known, Gk>d makes imknown '. 

This I will do: 

I will confess my wickedness, and be sorry 
for my sins. 

I will stand aloof with the publican, and 
smite my breast, and say, Lord, be merciAil 
to me a sinner. 

I will return with the prodigal, and say, 
Father, I am not worthy to be called thy child: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 

I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine 
eyelids to slumber, till I have, by the media- 
tion of Thy dear Son, obtained my pardon. 

And what shall I say more ? I will pour 
out my prayers in the bitterness of my spirit ; 
and if my dry eyes want tears, I will call unto 

' 8. Augiutme. 
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my heart for tears of blood, wherewith I may 
supply them. 

And therefore now, Lord, call my sins to 
my remembrance : and when Thou hast done 
so, blot them out of Thy remembrance, and 
pardon me *. 

Sere institute examination. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living 
God, Who, with Thy hands stretched upon 
the Cross, didst for the redemption of all men 
drink the cup of Thy passion, be mercifiil to 
me a miserable rinner. Lo, poor I come to 
Thee rich, wretched to Thee merciful. I ac- 
knowledge against myself my iniquity. Be- 
hold, Lord, that I was conceived and bom in 
Bin, and Thou didst wash me and sanctify 
me, and afterwards I defiled myself with 
greater oflSsnces. For I was bom in neces- 
sary sin, afterwards involved in voluntary: 
but Thou, O Lord, mindM of Thy mercy, didst 
not reject me from Thy face, but didst blot 
out all my iniquities. But I, ungratefol for 
so many benefits, have committed many un- 
lawful things, have perpetrated many un- 
righteous acts, and when I ought to have 
amended my sins, I added sins to sins. 

4 Bp. Jefiemy Taylor. 
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Sere recount your sins, how many and how 

great. 

These are my sins, O Lord, with which I 
have dishonoured Thee, and defiled myself, 
whom Thou didst create after Thine image 
and likeness. These they are, and many 
others hidden to my mind, with which my 
miserable soul is yexed and afflicted, torn and 
destroyed. Behold, Lord, my iniquities have 
gone up over my head, and are a heavy burden 
pressed down upon me. . . . Have mercy 
upon Thy son, whom Thou hast redeemed 
with Thy precious blood, and consider not 
my evil so as to forget Thy goodness. What 
father is there who will not firee his son P Or 
what son whom the father chasteneth not P 
Therefore, O Eathar and Lord, although I am 
a sinn^, I cannot but be Thy son, since 
Thou hast made me and remade me. Can a 
mother forget the child of her womb P And, 
in truth, though she shaU forget, Thou hast 
promised that Thou forgettest not. Be re- 
conciled, then, and have mercy upon me, and 
turn not away Thy face from me, Who to 
redeem me didst not turn away Thy face from 
those who did revile and spit upon Thee. . . . 
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Bemember not Thy wrath against the guilty, 
but be mindM of Thy mercy towards the 
miserable. Forget the proud provoking, and 
look upon the wretched invoking *, 

GENEEAL CON^FESSION. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that being a 
creature of Thine, and made by Thee capable 
of enjoying everlasting felicity, I have lived 
so wickedly and lewdly, that unless Thy 
mercy prevent it, I shall utterly forfeit the 
very end of my creation. 

But I repent, O my G-od ; I repent, 

I am utterly ashamed of it. 

Lord, be Thou mercifiil to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God ; that as I grew 
up the seeds of corruption, which I brought 
with me into the world, grew np along with 
me ; and by insensible degrees, (which I ob- 
served not,) pride, and folly, and lust took 
possession of me and sin hath reigned in my 
mortal body. 

But I repent, my Qt)d ; I repent. 

I am infinitely confounded at it. 

Lord, be Thou mercifiil to me, a sinner. 

* From devotions in the ''Imitatio dixisti." Ed. 
Frankfort, 1845. 
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Woe, woe unto me, O God; that being 
washed in the waters of Baptism, from the 
g^t of that original corruption which I 
brought with me into the world, I have, since 
that time, so many ways actually defiled my- 
self, that I can no longer pretend by any 
former contract with Thee, that I am either a 
child of Thine, a member of Thy Christ, or 
an heir of the kingdom of Heaven. 

But I repent, O my Gk)d ; I repent. 

I am utterly confounded at it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God; that being 
farther bound by that most solemn vow utterly 
to forsake the sinful lusts of the flesh, I have, 
instead of forsaking them, pursued and hunted 
after them ; and when other temptations have 
&iled, I have been apt enough to kindle my 
own fire, and to be a tempter to myself. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 

I hate, and loath, and abhor myself for it. 

Lord, be Thou merciftil to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God; that being 
made according to Thine Lnage, (the greatest 
honour that could be done Thy creature,) I 

L 
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liave dashed so many blurs, and spots, and 
foul sins upon it, so defaced all the lines and 
features of it, that unless, Thy Holy Spirit 
please to renew that Image in me again, I 
tremble to think what I must one day hear : 
Depart from Me, I know you not. 

But I repent, O my Gtod ; I repent. 
I am ashamed and confounded at it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe imto me, O Gbd; that being 
endowed with memory, to serve as a magazine 
to treasure up Thy precepts and holy counsels 
in, I have stuffed it so miserably full with the 
ideas of former yanities and sin, that I have 
left no room for Thee at all. 

But I repent, O my Gtod ; I repent. 
I infinitely condemn myself for it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O Gtod; that having 
received a heart from Thee to be the seat of 
clean and holy affections, and the only temple 
for Thy Holy Spirit to dwell in, I have so 
unworthily abused and altered the property 
of it, that it is now become a den of thieves, 
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and an unliandsome receptacle of all un- 
cleanness. 

But I repent, O my Gtod ; 1 repent. 

I hate, and loath, and abhor mys^ for it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God; that my 
wretched heart being corrupted, my imagina- 
tion hath run wildly after, with a swarm of 
Tain and suiM thoughts, which, like importu- 
nate flies, beiQg driven away, light again and 
again upon my distracted soul, and inter- 
mingle with the best of my devotions. 

But I repent^ O my Gk)d ; I repent. 

I am infiiaitely troubled and grieved for it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me, a sinner. 

Woe, woe unto me, O Gk>d ; that mine eyes 
being greedy after vanity, have been upon all 
occasions as open windows to let in sin ; but 
when by the same way they should have 
issued out penitential tears, to wash away the 
stains those sins have made, there hath been 
no passage found for them. 

But I repent, O my God ; I repent. 

l2 
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would give me leave. Sins known, that I 
cannot conceal; and sins secret, such as I 
have taken so much care to hide &om others, 
that they are now become hidden &om myself. 
But whatsoever they are, or wheresoever they 
are registered ; whether in my own conscience, 
or in any other record that may be proved 
against me in the Day of Judgment ; I call the 
whole court of Heaven to witness, 

That I do sadly repent myself of them all : 
That I do abhor myself for them aU : 
That I resolve stedfestly to renounce them 
all: 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 
Amen, Amen ^. 

ACT OF CONTBITION. 

For I am grieved, O my Grod, I am grieved, 
passionately, heartily grieved, that ever I 
offended Thee ; 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sinned 
against Thee, my Maker ; 

That I, the price of Thy Blood, have sinned 
against Thee, my Jesus ; "Who hadst so much 
love for me, as to be content to die for me ; 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy Holy 

* Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Spirit, have sinned against Him Who sancti- 
fied mo. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my 
heart is wounded within me. 

And haying done all this, yet 1 have not 
done ; for still I am grieved : grieved that 1 
can grieve no more, that my head is not a con- 
tinual spring, and mine eyes fountaios of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am, that 1, who 
have been so easy, so forward, so eager to sin, 
should be so untoward, so heavy, so unable to 
repent. 

Woe is me, that I should bo stiU so drowsy, 
so dead asleep in sin, that 1 should not be yet 
awake, and sensible of the condition 1 am in. 

O that I had died before my unworthy 
soul had given way to those first sins, which 
have drawn so foul a train after them. 

But, O my Qt)d, though I cannot wait on 
Thee among the innocent, yet deny me not a 
room among the penitent ^ 

That it may please Thee, O Lord, by the 
influences of Thy Divine grace upon my stony 
heart, to dissolve the same into a flood of 
tears ; and that I may perform aU the sacred 
act& and offices of true repentance, unto the 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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remission of all my sins, through the merits 
and mediation of Jesus Christ. 

O Lord God, Who desirest not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he should turn 
from his sin and be saved ; merciftdly forgive 
us our trespasses, receive and comfort us, 
who are grieved and wearied with the burden 
of our Bias. Turn Thine anger from us, who 
meekly acknowledge our vileness, and truly 
repent us of our faults : and so make haste to 
help us in this world, that we may ever live 
with Thee in the world to come, through 
Jesus Christ. 

O merciful Lord, to Whom chiefly it ap- 
pertaineth to forgive sins, and by Whom 
alone the souls of true penitents are absolved 
from all their offences ; wash me, O wash my 
unclean soul in the fountain of Thine in- 
exhaustible mercy, through Mth in the Blood 
of my dear Eedeemer Jesus Christ *. 

Thou hast prepared for me a more healthfril 
sorrow: O deny not Thy servant when he 
begs sorrow of Thee. GKve me a deep con- 
trition for my sins, a hearty detestation 
and loathing of them, hating them worse than 
death with torments. Give me grace intirely, 

» Dr. Sherlock. 
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presently, and for ever to forsake them ; to 
walk with care and prudence, with fear and 
watchftdness all my days ; to do all my duty 
with diligence and charity, with zeal and a 
neyer-&inting spirit ; to redeem the time, to 
trust upon Thy mercies, to make use of all 
the instruments of grace, to work out my 
salvation with fear and trembling : that Thou 
mayest have the glory of pardoning all my 
sins, and I may reap the fruit of all Thy 
mercies, and all Thy graces, of Thy patience 
and long-suflfering, even to live a holy life 
here, and to reign with Thee for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen '. 

I here resolve rather to die the death, than 
ever wilfully to sin against Thee more. 

I do here resolve utterly to avoid the 
temptations and approaches towards those 
former sins which have hitherto so miserably 
betrayed me. 

And now, O Thou great Searcher of all 
hearts, who seest that 1 am of myself weak 
and mutable; and no better than a reed 
shaken with the wind, — O show Thy strength 
in my weakness, fasten and confirm me in 
these good purposes ; and so bind them with 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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oordfl unto Thine Altar, that I may neyer 
start from Thee more, or be any longer of that 
herd, whose good resolutions are as a dream 
in the night ; or, if they last longer, they are 
but as the next morning dew, and as soon 
vanish away. 

O give me the resolution of Thy servant 
Joshua: — "I and my house will serve the 
Lord." 

give me the heart of Thy servant David, 
who so passionately makes his protestation: — 
*' I will take no wicked thing in hand, I hate 
the sins of unfaithfulness, there shall no such 
cleave unto me." 

1 will walk in my house with a perfect heart. 
I have sworn, and am sted&stly purposed, 

to keep Thy righteous judgments. 

Lord, 1 am not able to think one of these 
good thoughts without Thee; much less to 
resolve upon them. 

But I, who without Thee am able to do no- 
thing, may venture to say, as Thine Apostles 
did, that in Thee I am able to do all things. 

Lord, give me the strength to do what 
Thou requirest, and then require of me what 
Thou pleasest ^ Amen. 

1 Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 



DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTER HI. 

OmCB FOB THE EYENTBTG OB MOBIONO 
PBECXDnrO MABBIAGE. 

OiJB Father, which art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, aa it is in heaven. 
Give lis this day onr daily bread. And 
forgive us onr trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against ns. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us &om evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

When I call to mind the days of my vanity, 
and the sins of my younger and wanton 
years : when I commune with mine own heart, 
and search out my spirits. 

When I remember how little a portion of 
my time hath been employed in the service 
of my Qtod ; and how much hath been spent 
in the service of sin and Satan, and the 
fulfilling of mine own unruly lusts. 
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When I consider how small, or no treasure 
of good works I have laid up in Heaven, and 
what a mass of sinM works I have treasured 
up against the day of wrath ; " My spirit is 
wounded within me, and my heart within me 
is desolate :'* my flesh trembleth for fear of 
Thee : " and I am afraid of Thy judgments." 

" Call to remembrance, O Lord, Thy tender 
mercies: and Thy loving-kindnesses, which 
have been ever of old.'* 

" 0, remember not the sins and offences of 

my youth, nor of my riper years : O deal not 

with me after my sins, neither reward me 

after mine iniquities : but according to Thy 

mercy think Thou upon me, O Lord, for Thy 

goodness." 

And as Thou tellest my flittings : so put my 

tears into Thy bottle : that, as my sins, so my 

sorrows for bid may be noted in Thy book. 

Assist me to redeem that precious time, 
which I have too much misspent in vanity 
and iniquity. 

*' 0, spare me a little, that I may recover 
my strength : before I go hence, and be no 
more seen '.'* 

1 Dr. Sherlock. 
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PSALM XLV.. 

My heart is inditing of a good matter : I 
speak of the things which I have made irnto 
the King. 

My tongue is the pen : of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men : 
full of grace are Thy lips, because God hath 
blessed Thee for ever. 

Gird Thee with Thy sword upon Thy 
thigh, O Thou most mighty : according to 
Thy worship and renown. 

Gk>od luck have Thou with Thine 
honour : ride on, because of the word of 
truth, of meekness, and righteousness : and 
Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible 
things. 

Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people 
shall be subdued unto Thee : even in the 
midst among the King's enemies. 

Thy seat, O God, endnreth for ever : the 
sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity : wherefore Gk»d, even Thy Gt)d, 
hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness 
above Thy feUows. 

All Thy garments smeU of myrrh, aloes, 

M 
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and cassia : out of tlie ivory palaces, whereby 
they have made Thee glad. 

Kings' daughters were among Thy honour- 
able women : upon Thy right hand did stand 
the Queen in a vesture of gold, wrought 
about with divers colours. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incline 
thine ear : forget also thine own people, and 
thy Other's house. 

So shall the King have pleasure in thy 
beauty : for He is thy Lord Grod, and worship 
thou Him. 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with 
a gift : like as the rich also among the people 
shall make their supplication before Thee. 

The King's daughter is aU-glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

She shall be brought unto the King in 
raiment of needlework : the virgins that be 
her fellows shall bear her company, and shall 
be brought unto Thee. 

With joy and gladness shall they be 
brought : and shall enter into the King's 
palace. 

Instead of Thy fiithers thou shalt have 
children : whom Thou mayest make princes in 
all lands. 
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I will remember Thy iN'ame from one gene- 
ration to another : therefore shall the people 
give thanks imto Thee, world without end. 



LESSON I. 

St. Matt. zix. 3—9. 

The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempt- 
ing Him, and saying unto Him, Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause P And He answered and said unto them. 
Have ye not read, that He which made them 
at the begmniBg made them male and female, 
And said. For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 
Wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. They 
say unto Him, Why did Moses then command 
to give a writing of divorcement, and to put 
her away P He saith unto them, Moses be- 
cause of the hardness of your hearts suffered 
you to put away your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say unto 
you, Whosoever shaU put away his wife, ex- 
cept it be for fornication, and shall marry 
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another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery. 

PSALM XVI. 

Preserve me, O Gtod : for in Thee have I 
put my trust. 

my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord : 
Thou art my Qtod, my goods are nothing unto 
Thee. 

All my delight is upon the Saints, that are 
in the earth : and upon such as excel in 
virtue. 

But they that run after another god : shall 
have great trouble. 

Their drink-offerings of blood will I not 
offer : neither make mention of their names 
within my lips. 

The Lord Himself is the portion of mine 
inheritance, and of my cup : Thou shalt 
maintain my lot. 

The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground : 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

1 will thank the Lord for giving me 
warning : my reins also chasten me in the 
night-season. 
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I have set God always before me : for He 
is on my right hand, therefore I shall not 
faU. 

Wherefore my heart was glad, and my 
glory rejoiced: my flesh also shaU rest in 
hope. 

For why ? Thou shalt not leave my soul in 
hell : neither shalt Thou suffer Thy Holy One 
to see corruption. 

Thou shalt shew me the path of life ; in 
Thy presence is the fulness of joy : and at 
Thy light hand there is pleasure for ever- 
more. 



LESSON n. 



1 Cor. Tii, 29—31. 



But this I say, brethren, the time is short : 
it remauieth, that both they that have wives 
be as though they had none : and they that 
weep, as though they wept not; and they 
that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; 
and they that buy, as though they possessed 
not; and they that use this world, aa not 
abusing it: for the &£hion of this world 
passeth away. 

m3 
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would give me leave. Sins known, that I 
cannot conceal; and sins secret, such as I 
have taken so much care to hide from others, 
that they are now become hidden from myself. 
But whatsoever they are, or wheresoever they 
are registered ; whether in my own conscience, 
or in any other record that may be proved 
against me in the Day of Judgment ; I call the 
whole court of Heaven to witness, 

That I do sadly repent myself of them aU : 
That I do abhor myself for them all : 
That I resolve stedfestly to renounce them 
all: 

Lord, be Thou mercifiil to me a sinner. 
Amen, Amen ®. 

ACT OF CONTEITION. 

For I am grieved, my Grod, I am grieved, 
passionately, heartily grieved, that ever I 
offended Thee ; 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sumed 
against Thee, my Maker ; 

That I, the price of Thy Blood, have sinned 
against Thee, my Jesus ; Who hadst so much 
love for me, as to be content to die for me ; 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy Holy 

* Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Spirit, have Binned against TTini Who sancti- 
fied mo. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my 
heart is wounded within me. 

And haying done all this, yet I have not 
done ; for still I am grieved : grieved that I 
can grieve no more, that my head is not a con- 
tinual spring, and mine eyes fountains of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am, that I, who 
have been so easy, so forward, so eager to sin, 
should be so untoward, so heavy, so unable to 
repent. 

Woe is me, that I should bo stiU so drowsy, 
so dead asleep in sin, that I should not be yet 
awake, and sensible of the condition I am in. 

O that I had died before my unworthy 
soul had given way to those first sins, which 
have drawn so foul a train after them. 

But, O my Qt)d, though I cannot wait on 
Thee among the innocent, yet deny me not a 
room among the penitent '. 

That it may pleaae Thee, O Lord, by the 
influences of Thy Divine grace upon my stony 
heart, to dissolve the same into a flood of 
tears ; and that I may perform all the sacred 
act& and ofELces of true repentance, unto the 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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would give me leave. Sins known, that I 
cannot conceal; and sins secret, such as I 
have taken so much care to hide from others, 
that they are now become hidden from myself. 
But whatsoever they are, or wheresoever they 
are registered ; whether in my own conscience, 
or in any other record that may be proved 
agaiast me in the Day of Judgment ; I call the 
whole court of Heaven to witness. 

That I do sadly repent myself of them aU : 
That I do abhor myself for them all : 
That I resolve sted&stly to renounce them 
all: 

Lord, be Thou mercifril to me a sinner. 
Amen, Amen ®. 

ACT OF CONTEITION. 

For I am grieved, O my Grod, I am grieved, 
passionately, heartily grieved, that ever I 
offended Thee ; 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sinned 
against Thee, my Maker ; 

That I, the price of Thy Blood, have sinned 
against Thee, my Jesus ; Who hadst so much 
love for me, as to be content to die for me ; 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy Holy 

® Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Spirit, haye simied against TTini Who sancti- 
fied mo. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my 
heart is wounded within me. 

And haying done all this, yet I have not 
done ; for still I am grieyed : grieved that I 
can grieve no more, that my head is not a con- 
tinual spring, and mine eyes fountains of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am, that I, who 
have been so easy, so forward, so eager to sin, 
should be so untoward, so heavy, so unable to 
repent. 

Woe is me, that I should bo still so drowsy, 
so dead asleep in sin, that I should not be yet 
awake, and sensible of the condition I am iu. 

O that I had died before my unworthy 
soul had given way to those first sins, which 
have drawn so foul a train after them. 

But, O my Grod, though I cannot wait on 
Thee among the innocent, yet deny me not a 
room among the penitent '. 

That it may pleaae Thee, O Lord, by the 
influences of Thy Divine grace upon my stony 
heart, to dissolve the same into a flood of 
tears ; and that I may perform all the sacred 
act& and ofELces of true repentance, unto the 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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would give me leave. Sins known, that I 
cannot conceal; and sins secret, such as I 
have taken so much care to hide from others, 
that they are now become hidden from myself. 
But whatsoever they are, or wheresoever they 
are registered ; whether in my own conscience, 
or in any other record that may be proved 
against me in the Day of Judgment ; 1 call the 
whole court of Heaven to witness. 

That I do sadly repent myself of them all : 
That I do abhor myself for them all : 
That I resolve stedfastly to renounce them 
ail: 

Lord, be Thou mercifril to me a sinner. 
Amen, Amen \ 

ACT OF CONTEITION. 

For I am grieved, O my God, I am grieved, 
passionately, heartily grieved, that ever I 
offended Thee ; 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sinned 
agaiQst Thee, my Maker ; 

That I, the price of Thy Blood, have sinned 
against Thee, my Jesus ; Who hadst so much 
love for me, as to be content to die for me ; 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy Holy 

* Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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Spirit, haye sinned against TTini Who sancti- 
fied mo. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my 
heart is wounded within me. 

And haying done all this, yet I haye not 
done ; for still I am grieyed : grieved that I 
can grieve no more, that my head is not a con- 
tinual spring, and mine eyes fountains of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am, that I, who 
have been so easy, so forward, so eager to sin, 
should be so untoward, so heavy, so unable to 
repent. 

Woe is me, that I should bo stiU so drowsy, 
so dead asleep in sin, that I should not be yet 
awake, and sensible of the condition I am in. 

O that I had died before my unworthy 
soul had given way to those first sins, which 
have drawn so foul a train after them. 

But, O my God, though I cannot wait on 
Thee among the innocent, yet deny me not a 
room among the penitent '. 

That it may please Thee, O Lord, by the 
influences of Thy Divine grace upon my stony 
heart, to dissolve the same into a flood of 
tears ; and that I may perform all the sacred 
act& and ofELces of true repentance, unto the 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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DEVOTIONS TO CHAPTEE V. 
PEATEE 

FOB WOMEN WITH CHILD. 

LoBD God, Who art the Father of them 
that trust in Thee, and showest mercy to a 
thousand generations of them that fear Thee ; 
have mercy upon all women great with child ; 
be pleased to give them a joyful and a safe 
deliverance ; and let Thy grace preserve the 
fruits of their wombs, and conduct them to 
the holy Sacrament of Baptism; that they, 
being regenerated by Thy Spirit, and adopted 
into Thy family, and the portion and duty 
of sons, may live to the glory of Q-od, to the 
comfort of their parents and friends, to the 
edification of the Christian Commonwealth, 
and the salvation of their own souls, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen'. 

O Lord, I humbly commit both myself and 
this babe which is conceived in me, to Thy 

* Bp Jeremy Taylor. 
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mercy and goodness : strengthen and enable 
me, I beseech Thee, to go through all the 
pains and uneasiness of childbearing, with 
patience and submission to Thy will; con- 
sidering that they are the just punishment of 
sin ; give me an humble trust and depend- 
ence on Thy fatherly care and good provi- 
dence ; and make me, in Thy good time, a joy- 
ful mother to a hopeful child, which may Uve 
to be an instrument of Thy glory, and by 
serving Thee faithfully, and doing good in 
its generation, may be received into Thy 
everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

A PEATEE 

WHEN THE TIME OF TEAVAIL DEAWETH NEAB. 

* 

O Lord, in Thee is my trust. Who, I know, 
art able and willing to help me; I repose 
myself, therefore, under the care and protec- 
tion of Thy fatherly goodness, desiring to 
rest upon Thee alone for my support, who 
art the Eock of ages, and the Strength of aU 
that put their trust in Thee. Oh! let me 
not be disquieted with the fear of any evil, 
since none can happen unto me without Thy 

N 
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leave ; nor be frighted with the approach of 
any pains: but give me grace patiently to 
resign myself to Thy blessed will in all 
things, Who knowest what is best for me, 
and who, I trust, will not lay upon me more 
than Thou wilt enable me to bear. 

O Lord, be Thou graciously pleased to 
proportion Thy strength to my weakness ; and 
when pain and sorrows have taken hold on 
me, leave me not under them, I beseech 
Thee, but save and deliver me for Thy 
mercy's sake ; and, as I have hitherto expe- 
rienced Thy &therly goodness in every state 
and condition of my life, so let me still find 
the continuance of it, to carry me through all 
the troubles and uneasinesses of this life, and 
more particularly to enable me to go through 
the time of my travail, which is now drawing 
near at hand. 

O Lord, pardon those sins that have made 
me unworthy of Thy care, and deal not with 
me as I have deserved, but according to Thy 
mercy, and the merits of Thy dear Son, JesuB 
Christ the Bighteous ; to Whom, with Thee, 
O Father, and the Blessed Spirit, be afl 
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honour, glory, power, thanksgiving, and 
praise, both now and for evermore. Amen. 

EJACULATIONS. 

Father, not mj will, but Thine be done. 

Be not Thou &r from me, O Lord : Thou 
art my succour, haste Thee to help me. 

Turn Thou unto me, and have mercy upon 
me ; for I am desolate and in misery. 

Father, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit. 

Son of David, have mercy upon me. 

Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Christ, have mercy upon me. 

Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Jesus, Master, have mercy upon me. 

PEAYEB 

rOB A WOMAIf TS TBAYAIL. 

O Gt)d, our Befiige and Strength, I fly 
unto Thee for succour on behalf of Thy 
servant, now labouring under the pains and 
anguish of childbirth. Shorten her sorrows, 
increase her patience, and lay not more upon 
her than Thou wilt enable her to bear. 
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O hear her prayers, and let her crying 
come unto Thee. Forsake her not, I beseech 
Thee, when her strength faileth. Give her 
a humble trust and confidence in Thy good- 
ness ; and, oh ! let her find that the support 
and comforts of Thy Holy Spirit fer exceed 
the pains that she is now to go through. 

Give her quiet submission to Thy blessed 
wiU, and in Thy good time send her ease and 
deliverance. Preserve that infant which now 
struggles for its birth ; and (if it be Thy good 
pleasure) make her speedily a joyful mother 
of a hopeful child, that may live to be an 
instrument of Thy glory, and useful in its 
generation. O Lord, I leave her in Thy 
hands, and resign her to Thy will ; humbly 
beseeching Thee to deal graciously with her ; 
through the merits, and for the sake, of Thy 
dear Son, and our alone Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen*. 

THANKSGIYING 

FOB A W0MA3T APTEB HEB DBLIVBEY. 

O Father of mercies, and God of all 
comforts, we Thy unworthy servants do now 

' New Manual. 
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present ourselves before Thee, to return unto 
Thy Divine Majesty our most humble and 
unfeigned thanks, for that Thou hast vouch- 
safed to deliver Thy servant from the great 
pain and peril of childbirth. Blessed be Thy 
Name, Lord, that Thou hast turned her 
sorrow into joy, and her pains into ease and 
refreshments. Continue, we beseech Thee, 
Thy Fatherly goodness to her ; let Thy good 
Providence still watch over her, and Thy 
strength support her under all the weaknesses 
of her present condition. 

And grant, O most merciful Father, that not 
only this Thy servant, but every one of us here 
present, may, from the consideration of Thy 
great goodness, be excited to a greater love to 
Thee, and a stricter obedience to Thy laws ; 
that Thou mayest still delight over us to do 
us good ; and that we, serving Thee &ithfrJly 
all our days, may at last obtain that greatest 
of aU mercies, the eternal salvation of our 
immortal souls, through the merits of Thy 
Son and our alone Saviour Jesua Christ. 

We commend likewise to Thy j^^ ^ 
mercy and goodness this tender he added if 
Jn&nt ; preserve it, that it may ***? ^^^ ^ 
be regenerated and bom again by 
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Baptism ; that, as it is Thine by aeation, so 
it may thereby be made Thine by adoption 
and grace. 

Sanctify it, we humbly pray Thee, and take 
it into Thy protection ; and so fill it with the 
graces of Thy Holy Spirit, that it may be of 
the number of Thy fidtk^ servants, through 
Jesus Christ our Blessed Lord and only 
Saviour. Amen*. 

A THAJS^KSGIVING 

TO BE rSBD BY A WOMAN IS PSIYATE, 
BEFOBE HEB QOTSQ ABBOAD. 

O Almighty and most merciful Father, in 
Whom I live, and move, and have my being : 
by Thee I have been preserved ever since I 
was bom, and to Thy infinite goodness I 
acknowledge it to be owing that I am now 
alive. I desire, O Lord, to adore and praise 
Thy glorious Majesty, for the many mercies 
and fiEkvours which Thou hast bestowed on me 
all my life long; and in a more particular 
maimer, I present myself before Thee at this 
time to bless and praise Thy holy Name, for 
Thy late mercies vouchsafed unto me in 
deliveritig me from the great pains and perils 
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of childbirth. It was Thy power that pre- 
served me, Thy goodness that delivered me, 
and Thy hand that supported me, when pain 
and sorrow laid hold upon me. Praised 
therefore be that infinite love which moved 
Thee to deal so graciously with Thy servant, 
and to enable a weak and feeble creature to 
go through the sorrow and anguish of travail. 

Lord, give me such a sense of Thy 
great goodness to me, that I may make it the 
great study and business of my life to serve 
and please Thee in aU things ; that so my 
returns of duty and obedience may, in some 
measure, be answerable to those many mercies 
I have received at Thy hands. 

Mortify and subdue in me all siu^ and 
corrupt affections, and whatever may tend to 
alienate my love from Thee, and to slacken my 
endeavours after the pursuit of heavenly thiugs. 

1 commend, likewise, O Lord, j,^. . 

to Thy mercy and goodness that be added if 
tender In&nt which Thou hast *?*? Child is 
lately given me. 

Sanctify it, I hiunblypray Thee, and so fill 
it with the graces of ^Thy Holy Spirit, that it 
may ever be in the number of Thy faithful 
servants. 
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And grant, O merciful Father, that I may 
never be wanting in my duly towards it ; but 
enable me, by Thy grace, to bring it up in 
the nurture and adtnonition of Thee, the 
Lord ; that, as it grows in years, so it may 
increase in grace and Thy favour, and be a 
comfort to me all my days, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to Whom with Thee, O 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed, as is 
most due, all honour, glory, power, thanka- 
giving, and praise, both now and for evermore. 
Amen*. 

ANNIVBBSABT OF MAEEIiGE. 

For Prayer before Self-Examination, see 
Devotions to Chapter n. 

FOEM OF SELF-EXAMINATION FOE 
THE MABEIED. 

Duty ta God, 
Are my ahns less than they were before n^r- 
riage, in proportion to necessary expenses ? 
Are my devotions shorter or colder ? 
Is my Hfe softer, less self-denying ? 
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Am I made covetous, doing things fop gain 
now, which before I would not have done ? 

Am I very severe, and strict, and guarded 
against impurity ? 

Am I made distrustM and anxious ? And 
do I ever regret Grod's gift of children, doubt- 
ing His help to support them ? 

Or, being childless, do I bow to His will, 
and seek to serve Him with a more devoted 
service? 

Do I order my house to God's glory ? 

Do I obey the Church, and duly keep Her 
fasts and feasts ? 

Am I vain of my children ? 

Do I seek to learn spiritual truths from 
them? 

Do I try to regard my children as God's 
children in every thing ? 

Do I remember my vows, which I spake 
unto the Lord when I was in trouble * ? 

Susbcmd to the wife. 
Am I tender to her, and glad to make 
allowances in sickness, and trial, and weak 
moments ? 



^ This question is especially the wife's, in relation to 
childbearing. 
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Am I kind to her relations^ loving them, 
and giving her their Bociely ? 

Do I give her my confidence, mj inmost 
heart? 

Do I soon confess and reconcile myself 
after the least irritation P 

Do I defraud her of my society and oonyer- 
sation ? 

Do I consult her wishes ? 

Do I watch myself as to my influence upon 
her ; drawing her soul upwards ; weaning her 
from domestic anxieties; and am I myself 
drawn by her from cares of business and the 
world ? 

Have I been peremptory, rigorous, and 
magisterial in my commands? 

Have I spoken of her fS%ults to others ? 
Wife to the husband. 

Am I obedient and yielding to his wish 
and will? 

Do I prefer his society to all the world ? 

Do I lead him into expense ? 

Do I deny myself vain expenses and show ? 

Do my children withdraw any of my love 
from my husband ? 

Do I give him my entire confidence ? 

Have I exposed his faults to others P 
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Towards children. 
Do I seek their soul's good first and last ? 
Not making them yarn by dress P 
Nor by showing them to others and 

praising them P 
By regarding their soida chiefly, in their 
education and plans of life P 
Am I hasty and angry in punishing them; 
or cahn, and as in the sight of God ? 

Am I indulgent, and do I neglect to make 

them obedient and good by a godly strictness P 

Have I any favourites amongst them, or do 

I love them all alike as God's gifts to me, and 

as God's children P 

Do I pray for them earnestly P and ia rela- 
tion to each &ult and source of anxiety P 

Do I see them thoroughly fixed in the doc- 
trine of the Church P 

Do I especially bring them up upon the 
doctrine and state of Baptism P 

Am I very careful of the example I set 
themp 

Do I provide for their future support ? 
Do I bring them up with industrious, simple, 
self-denying habits, below rather than above 
their station, yet without rigour, and with 
desire to give them innocent pleasures P 
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Duty to neighbours. 
Do I neglect their interests for the sake of 
my family? 

Do I withdraw my sjrmpathy and consola- 
tions from my relatives, especially my parents? 
Do I neglect my servants ? 

Being impatient with them and unsym- 

pathizing ? 
Taking up their time unnecessarily from 

devotion ? 
Not seeing to their religious progress 

and growth in grace ? 
Laying on them too heavy burdens ? 
Giving them too scanty wages ? 
Have I sought to make them feel as bre- 
thren with myself, and that all are one family? 
Have I endeavoured to diminish their temp- 
tations without showing suspicion ? 

(For Form of Confession, see Appendix to 
Chapter II.) 

THANKSGIVING. 

O Lord God, Father of mercies, the Foun- 
tain of comfort and blessing, of life and peace, 
of plenty and pardon. Who fillest heaven with 
Thy glory, and earth with Thy goodness ; I 
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give Thee the most earnest, most humble, 
and most enlarged returns of my glad and 
thankful heart, for Thou hast refreshed me 
with Thy comforts, and enlarged me with Thy 
blessing ; Thou hast made my flesh and my 
bones to rejoice ; for, besides the blessings of 
all mankind, the blessings of nature, and the 
blessings of grace, the support of every minute, 
and the comforts of every day. Thou hast 
opened Thy bosom, and at this time hast 
poured out an excellent expression of Thy 
loving-kindness (here name the blessing). 
What am I, O Lord, and what is my Father's 
house, what is the life, and what are the capa- 
cities of Thy servant, that Thou shouldst do 
this unto me ; that the great Grod of men 
and Angels should make a special decree in 
Heaven for me, and send out an Angel of 
blessing, and, instead of condenming and 
ruining me, as I miserably have deserved, to 
distinguish me from many my equals and 
my betters, by this and many other special 
acts of grace and fevour ? 

Praised be the Lord daQy, even the Lord 
that helpeth us, and poureth His benefits 
upon us. He is our God, even the God of 
A^om cometh salvation : God is the Lord by 

o 
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Whom we escape death. Thou hast brought 
me to great honour, and comforted me on 
every side. Thou, Lord, hast made me glad 
through Thy works ; I will rejoice in giving 
praise for the operations of Thy hands. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon 
His Name: tell the people what things He 
hath done. 

As for me, I will give great thanks unto 
the Lord, and praise Him among the multitude. 

Blessed be the Lord God, even the Lord 
God of Israel, which only doth wondrous and 
gracious things. 

And blessed be the Name of His Majesty 
for ever : and all the earth shall be Med with 
His Majesty. Amen, Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be : world without end. Amen *. 

PRATER 

FOB CUB ITEABEST BELATITES, AS HUSBAin), 
WTFE, CHILDBEKf FAMILY, ETC. 

O God of infinite mercy, let Thy loving 
mercy and compassion descend upon the head 
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of Thy seryants (my wife, my husband, chil- 
dren, and &mily) : be pleased to give them 
health of body and of spirit, a competent por- 
tion of temporals, so as may with comfort 
support them in their journey to heaven, 
preserve them from all evil and sad accidents, 
defend them in all assaults of their enemies, 
direct their persons and their actions, sanctify 
their hearts, and words, and purposes ; that 
we all may, by the bands of obedience and 
charity, be united to our Lord Jesus, and 
always feeling Thee our merciAil and gracious 
Pather, may become a holy fiwmly, discharg- 
ing our whole duty in all our relations ; that 
we in this life being Thy children by adop- 
tion and grace, may be admitted into Thy 
holy fanuly hereafter, for ever to sing praises 
to Thee in the Church of the first-bom, in the 
fSamily of Thy redeemed ones '. Amen. 

A PRAYEE 

FOB A 8I0E OHILI). 

O Almighty Qt)d and merciful Father, to 
Whom alone belong the issues of life and 
death : look down from heaven, we humbly 

' Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 



beseech Thee, with the eyes of mercy upon 
this child, now lying upon the bed of sick- 
ness : visit him, O Lord, with Thy salvatioii; 
deliver him in Thy good appointed time from 
his bodily pain, and save his soul for Thy 
mercies' sake : that, if it shall be Thy pleasure 
to prolong his days here on earth, he may live 
to Thee, and be an instrument of Thy glorv\ 
by serving Thee faithfully and doing good in 
his generation ; or else receive him into those 
heavenly habitations, where the souls of them 
that sleep in the Lord Jesus enjoy perpetual 
rest and felicity. Grant this, O Lord, for 
Thy mercies' sake, in the same Thy Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy G^host, ever one Gt)d, 
world without end. Amen *. 

* Visitation Service. 
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